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Summary of Contents. 


Germany’s Improved Trade Position. (Page 424.) 

Uninterrupted improvement marked every branch 
of German trade and industry during the thirteen 
months ended with June last, state Messrs. J. W. F. 
Thelwall, M.C., and C. J. Kavanagh, British Com- 
mercial Secretaries at Berlin, in their Report on 
Economic and Financial Conditions in Germany. The 
industrial activity is, in the main, due to a good inland 
market, and it is pointed out that as long as Germany 
is a heavy borrower abroad exports are likely to remain 
restricted. 








Foreign Coal, Iron and Steel. (Page 427.) 

Production of coal was higher in August than in 
July in each of the regions reported upon. Outputs 
of pig-iron were irregular, but those of steel ingots 
and castings were generally larger. 


ip 





British Industries Fair Prospects. (Page 429.) 
Rapid progress in the allocation of space at the 1928 
British Industries Fair continues to be reported from 
both London and Birmingham. Among the features 
at the White City will be a very complete exhibition of 
scientific instruments, all, of course, of British manu- 
facture. 





All-British Exhibition in Melbourne. (Page 430.) 
An important announcement is made regarding an 
Exhibition to be held in Melbourne (February-April 
next) at which only goods manufactured in the United 
Kingdom will be shown. 





Increased Trade with India. (Page 431.) 

British Indian seaborne trade in August showed 
increases in imports, exports and re-exports over the 
same month of 1926. ‘The United Kingdom’s share of 
Indian import trade was maintained at 50 per cent., 
and she took 28 per cent of Indian exports as against 
24 per cent. last year. 


South African Trade and Industry. (Page 4332.) 
Business generally in the Union shows a further 
slight improvement, but lack of rain is affecting the 
outlook unfavourably in many parts. Railway earn- 
ings continue to expand, and the building trade 
remains very active. 








Estonian Foreign Trade. (Page 434.) 

Exports during August last exceeded imports by 
215-5 million Estonian marks, while for the first eight 
months of the current year a favourable trade balance 
totalling 221-5 million E.mks. is recorded. The United 
Kingdom and Germany are the two chief trading 
countries. 





Italian Foreign Trade. (Page 434.) 

Trade figures for the first eight months of the 
current year reveal a distinct improvement in Italy’s 
trade balance. <A deficit amounting to 4,321 million 
lire is shown, as against one of 6,797 million lire in 
the period January-August, 1926. 





American Power and Light Industries. (Page 435.) 
A feature of the electric power and light industries 

has been the rapid expansion in the production of 
current and a very large increase in the number of 
consumers. Wages in electricity plants, as compared 
with 1914, were 118 per cent. higher in January last. 





Increase in Shipbuilding. (Page 436.) © 

Plans passed by the Committee of Lloyd’s during 
the year ended with June last represent a greater 
amount of construction than in any corresponding 
twelve months since 1920. It is_ still more 
encouraging to note that over 66 per cent. of the 
projected tonnage is to be built in Great Britain and 
Treland. 
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The Board of Trade. 


SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES. 








SPECTACLES. 

The Board of Trade announce that the Tribunal 
appointed to hear the complaint under Section I, sub- 
section (5), of the Safeguarding of Industries Act, 1921, 
as amended by the Finance Act, 1926, that spectacles, 
eyeglasses, and monocles have been improperly excluded 
from the list of articles chargeable with duty, have now 
signed their award. 

The Tribunal consider that the term ‘‘ other optical 
instruments ’’ appearing in the Schedule to the Safe- 
guarding of Industries Act, 1921, was intended to refer 
to other articles of the same class as those specifically 
enumerated in the Schedule, and that spectacles do not 
fall into that class. The complaint therefore fails, and 
no amendment of the list of articles chargeable with duty 


will be made. 





BUTTON, PIN, HOOK AND EYE, AND SNAP 
FASTENER COMMITTEE. 


The above Committee will first deal with the applica- 
tion relating to buttons. ‘The initial public meeting for 
consideration of this case will be held on Monday, 31st 
October, at 10.30 a.m., at the Industrial Court, 5, Old 
Palace Yard, Westminster, 8.W. 1. The Committee 
will hold further meetings in the same place on Tuesday, 
Ist November, at 10.30 a.m., and on the afternoon of 
Wednesday, 2nd November. 

All communications relating to the work of the Com- 
mittee should be directed to the Secretary, Miss A. 
Kilroy, Board of Trade, Great George Street, West- 


minster, S.W. 1. 





MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT. 





IMPORTED FRESH APPLES AND PEARS. 

The Public Enquiry into the application for an Order- 
in-Council under the Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, to 
require the marking of imported fresh apples and pears 
will be held in Room 104, at 10, Whitehall Place, 
London, 8.W. 1, commencing at 10.30 a.m., on Tuesday, 
15th November, and continuing, if necessary, at the 
same time on the following day. 

Applications to be heard in evidence and any other 
communications with regard to the matter should be 
addressed, as early as possible, to the Secretary of the 
Standing Committee, Mr. H. J. Johns, 10, Whitehall 
Place, London, 8.W. 1. 





STANDING COMMITTEE’S REPORT ON EGGS. 

The Standing Committee set up under the 
Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, by the Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, acting jointly, have reported on their enquiry 
as to whether imported eggs should be required to bear 
an indication of origin. 

The Report will be published in due course, and copies 
will then be obtainable through any bookseller, or 
directly from H.M. Stationery Office. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE- Con“nuea 


COAL. 








WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 

We give below a statement of the coal output and the 
number of wage-earners at the mines of Great Britain 
for the week ended 15th October, together with the 
figures for the previous week :— 




















Week ended Week ended 
8th October. 15th October. 
Districts. | 
Wage Wage 
Output. | Earners. Output. Earners. 
Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland ...| 253,300 46,000 | 247,500 46,200 
Durham 666,700 124,600 650,000 124,300 
Yorkshire ... .--| 983,300 182,800 | 955,200 183,200 
Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales} 411,400 103,000 | 409,500 102,700 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester 630,700 | 127,400 623,700 127,500 
Stafford, Worcester, 
Salop and Warwick| 393,300 85,200 | 385,600 85,500 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire ...| 813,000 184,700 843,300 | 185,100 
Other English Dis- 
tricts* ... ..-| 118,600 26,300 121,900 26,400 
Scotland 710,400 104,300 | 705,800 104,800 
Total ... --»/4,980,700 | 984,300 |4,942,500 | 985,700 




















* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Glo.cester, Somerset, 


and Kent. 


FORTY-SIX WEEKS’ 
The total production weekly of coal and the number 
of persons employed since the coal stoppage ended are 


given below :— 





SUMMARY. 








Week ended Production. Persons 
employed. 
1926. Tons. 
December 4th 3,226,100 730,100 
December 11th 4,467,900 886,500 
December 18th 4,878,900 925,400 
December 25th 4,651,500 945,400 
1927. 
January Ist 3,884,200 952,400 
January 8th 5,025,300 966,700 
January 15th 5,244,700 978,900 
January 22nd 5,197,800 989,700 
January 29th 5,225,100 996,100 
February 5th 5,267,200 1,000,600 
February 12th 5,360,900 1,006,200 
February 19th 5,365,900 1,010,500 
February 26th 5,371,400 1,012,700 
March 65th 5,318,600 1,015,000 
March 12th 5,276,500 1,019,300 
March 19th 5,317,600 1,023,600 
March 26th 5,184,700 1,024,600 
April 2nd... 5,155,600 1,026,200 
April 9th ... 5,294,400 1,028,300 
April 16th ... - 4,683,100 1,028,300 
April 23rd ... ‘ 3,640,600 1,025,200 
April 30th ... 5,500,100 | 1,028,700 
May ‘7th ... _ 5,072,700 | 1,030,200 
May 14th ... eee 5,159,700 | 1,031,500 
May 2Ist ... sen 5,052,200 1,026,700 
May 28th ... 5,071,000 1,025,700 
June 4th ... 5,102,900 1,022,500 
June llth ... 3,177,800 1,018,200 
June 18th ... 5,011,900 1,013,400 
June 25th ... 5,004,800 1,011,900 
July 2nd 4,848,900 | 1,004,800 
July 9th... | 4,846,300 | 1,001,900 
July 16th ... | 4,851,100 999,600 
July 23rd ... 4,393,100 995,100 
July 30th | 4,836,600 990,200 
August 6th | 3,329,600 | 983,100 
August 13th | 4,952,100 | 981,500 
August 20th | 4,888,100 si 984,400 
August 27th | 4,682,000 | 984,500 
September 3rd | 4,880,900 | 983,500 
September 10th | 4,657,000 | 982,400 
September 17th 4,978,600 | 981,900 
September 24th | 4,987,400 982,600 
October Ist | 4,919,600 | 981,800 
October 8th | 4,980,700 | 984,300 
4,942,500 985,700 


October 15th 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 


LETTERS, ETC., FOR LOURENCO MARQUES. 

The British Consul - General at Lourenco Marques 
informs the Department that the Post Office of Portu- 
guese East Africa has intimated that letters, etc., in- 
tended for Lourengo Marques, but incorrectly addressed 
“ Delagoa Bay,’’ will in future not be delivered, but will 
be returned to the senders. 











EGYPTIAN BICYCLE IMPORTS. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Cairo reports 
that total imports of bicycles into Egypt during 1926 
amounted to 3,026, valued at £E.12,018, as compared 
with 2,061, valued at £E.9,294, in 1925. During last 
year, French competition increased appreciably, with the 
result that that country again headed the list of sup- 
pliers to the Egyptian market with an import of 2,017, 
valued at £E,7,423, as compared with 981, worth 
£E,4,364, in 1925. Imports from the United Kingdon. 
in 1926 were only 580, worth £E,2,534. <A glance at 
these values will, however, show how low were the prices 
asked by French firms. Italy contributed 224, valued 
at £E,1,296, but only 84 came from Germany. 


EUROPEAN SUGAR PRODUCTION. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Prague informs 
the Department that, according to the ‘‘ Prager 
Presse,’’ the ‘‘ English demand for Czechoslovak 
refined sugar has fallen markedly for the present and 
is not expected to revive before December.’’ 

Figures published in the ‘‘ Narodni Listy,’’ following 
results of detailed investigations by the International 
Society for Sugar Statistics in Vienna, of the probable 
estimates of this year’s sugar beet and sugar production 
in European countries, gives the numbers of factories at 
work this year as 646, or 20 more than a year ago, while 
Kuropean sugar production is estimated at 409,000 tons 
(or 91 per cent.) higher than last year at 4,885,000 tons. 
The increase is largest in Czechoslovakia, which will 
produce this year some 142,000 tons more (13°6 per 
cent.) than in 1926. 





BELGIAN SUGAR OUTPUT. 


The British Commercial Secretary at Brussels has for- 
warded details of Belgian sugar output, stocks and con- 
sumption during September, as published in the 
‘‘ Moniteur Belge,’’ which shows the output of refineries 
to be about 15,297,417 kilogs.; stocks at the end of the 
month 13,026,496 kilogs. ; and the month’s consumption 
12,703,665 kilogs. 





eee 


BELGIAN SUGAR BEET. 


The British Commercial Secretary at Brussels informs 
the Department that according to the ‘‘ Echo de la 
Bourse ’’ the weather since the beginning of October has 
been very favourable to the development of the sugar 
beet. 

It is now evident that the 1927 yield will be very 
much better than that of 1926. From analyses 
checked by the growers’ syndicate in some of the sugar 
factories which have recommenced operations, it appears 
that the average sugar content is, on the whole, over 
16 per cent., and that the average weight of the roots 
is not less than 600 grammes. Some analyses have 
shown as much as 18-7 per cent of sugar. 


AMERICAN COTTON MISSION TO EGYPT. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Cairo informs 
the Department that, according to the ‘‘ Egyptian 
Gazette,’’ a mission from the United States Department 
of Commerce has arrived in Egypt with the object of 
investigating the Egyptian market for cotton piece-goods 
and similar products. Offices have been taken in the 
Banco di Roma buildings, Cairo, where samples of 
standard American textile products will be on view. 





ce ee res: Sy ee 
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INTERNATIONAL WIRE ROD ASSOCIATION. 


The British Consul-General at Cologne informs the 
Department that, according to the ‘‘ Kolnische 
Zeitung,’ the negotiations between Germany, 
France and Luxemburg for the formation of an 
International Wire Rod Association have been practi- 
cally concluded. Within the Belgian group differences of 
opinion still exist, which, however, were expected to be 
removed shortly, making it possible for the association 
to be definitely formed. 

It is stated from Brussels that the yearly participa- 
tion quota of the International Wire Rod Association has 
been fixed as follows:—Germany, one million tons; 
France, 400,000 tons; Belgium, 260,000 to 280,000 tons; 
and Luxemburg, 120,000 tons. The production of the 
Saar is included as to 50 per cent. in the German and 
50 per cent. in the French quota. 





SOLINGEN STEELWARE PRICES. 


The British Consul-General at Cologne reports that, 
according to the ‘‘ Deutsche Bergwerks Zeitung,’’ a 
recent decision of the Solingen Steelware Manufacturers’ 
Association compels members to add an additional charge 
which, including the advance in July, will amount to a 
total increase of 10 per cent. This is due to the fact 
that wages, which were raised 5 per cent. in the spring, 
have been further increased this month by 8 to 10 per 
cent. 





UNITED STATES IMPORTS OF JUTE GOODS. 


The British Commercial Counsellor and the British 
Commercial Secretary at Washington, in the course of 
their Report on Economic Conditions in the United 
States (H.M. Stationery Office, price 3s. net, 3s. 14d. 
post free), state that the United States imports 
enormous quantities of jute manufactures, the total 
value of importations in 1926 having approached 100 
million dollars. The largest single item in this trade is 
burlaps, of which some 600 million lbs. were imported, 
valued at over 82 million dols. The great bulk of the 
trade is now done direct with India, but imports from 
Great Britain reach some 103 million dols. annually. 

Burlaps alone account for 84 million dols.; the balance 
consisting of bagging, woven fabrics, bags and sacks and 
jute yarn. The large importation of burlap has come 
under the ever-watchful eye of the American cotton 
manufacturing interests, who are seeking for some means 
to relieve the long depression in the industry. It is 
claimed that the substitution of cotton for burlap in 
many of the uses to which the latter is put would provide 
employment for the majority of spindles now idle and 
would stabilise the price of raw cotton by increasing its 
consumption. These claims are put forward in support 
of an increase in tariff on burlaps. There is considerable 
scepticism as to the extent to which cotton can be sub- 
stituted for jute with satisfactory results, and the ques- 
tion of an increase in the tariff has obvious political 
difficulties when applied to a product which is so largely 
used by the agricultural industry. 








NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal”’ is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 31s. 6d. per 


annum, post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, Great 
George Street, London, S.W. 1. All editorial communica- 
tions should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor.’’ (Telephone, 
Victoria 3840). 


The publishers (to whom should be addressed all com- 
munications concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Adastral House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or Branches (see Cover). 


ADVERTISEMENTS.—AIl applications concerning the inser- 
tion of advertisements in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’’ 
should be addressed to the Director of Publications, 
H.M. Stationery Office, Princes Street, London, S.W. 1 
(Telephone, Victoria 3820). 





Special Articles. 
GERMANY. 





ALL-ROUND IMPROVEMENT IN TRADE 
AND INDUSTRY. 


The period May, 1926, to June, 1927, was one of 
uninterrupted improvement in every branch of German 
trade and industry, write Messrs. J. W. F. Thelwall, 
M.C., and C. J. Kavanagh, British Commercial Secre- 
taries at Berlin, in their *Report on Economic and 
Financial Conditions in Germany. This was due partly 
to the natural process of recuperation which set in after 
the stabilisation of currency and partly, at any rate in 
its beginnings, to the labour troubles in Great Britain. 


The acute shortage of credit and working capital 
which had such a paralysing effect from the middle of 
1925 to early in 1926 completely disappeared, and was 
replaced by a much easier money market. Of course, 
foreign loans continued to play an important part in 
meeting the requirements of German industry, but the 
creation of internal capital also made fair progress; it 
is estimated that it has been at the rate of about 6,000 
million marks (£300,000,000) per annum since stabilisa- 
tion. With regard to the foreign loans, it must be 
pointed out that these had been attracted by the bank 
rate of 6 per cent. and by a Decree of the Minister of 
Finance that the interest on such loans as were approved 
of by him would be paid without deduction of German 
income tax. This Decree was, however, rescinded at 
the beginning of December, 1926, and the bank rate 
reduced to 5 per cent. on 11th January, 1927, with the 
result that foreign loans dwindled toa minimum. Ger- 
many has not yet reached the stage at which her indus- 
trial life can be maintained on her own unaided financial 
resources, and in due course the bank rate had to be 
again raised to 6 per cent. on 7th June, and the 
Minister of Finance had again to put his exemption 
Decree into force at the beginning of June. This imme- 
diately led to the opening of negotiations for a number 
of loans from the United States and the United King- 
dom, mostly on behalf of municipalities. 


When the flow of money from abroad ceased, the 
inland market was also soon exhausted, the loans in 
April, May and June amounting to only 50,070,000 mks. 
(£2,503,500). Other interest rates moved in sympathy 
with the bank rate; thus the charge for overdrafts fell 
from 16 per cent. per annum in January, 1926, to 104 
per cent. in January, 1927, but rose again by a point 
at the same time that the bank rate did; similarly the 
rates for current credit were 12°4 per cent., 8 per cent., 
and 9 percent. It may be said that the average German 
firm of good standing can now obtain accommoda- 
tion from the banks for longer periods at the rate of 
9:2 per cent., including commission. 


RATIONALISATION AND STANDARDISATION. 

Much has continued to be written and also done 
during the year concerning so-called ‘‘ rationalisation,’’ 
state Messrs. Thelwall and Kavanagh. It must be re- 
membered that this is really only the end which every 
progressive manufacturer has always striven after, 
namely, a maximum output at a minimum cost, making 
due allowance for the capacity of the market, but the 
process has received particular prominence of late years 
because the readjustment was necessarily on a vast scale 
after the uneconomic expansion of factories and plant 
during the war and the period of inflation, which 


a) 





* Published for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office. Price 3s. 6d. net, 3s. 94d. post free. 
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resulted in a potential output far exceeding any possible 
demand and also in the growth of numerous intrinsi- 
cally unsound undertakings. Special impetus was also 
given to the movement by the example of the United 
States, which much impressed the large numbers of Ger- 
man business men who visited America after stabilisa- 
tion. For similar reasons standardisation has been 
energetically taxen up in Germany and extended to a 
wide range of articles. Thus 80 per cent. of the total 
turnover in the precision machine tools industry consists 
of standard parts. In the mines the number of railway 
gauges has been reduced from 100 to 3-(500 m/m, 
600 m/m, and 900 m/m), mining rail profiles from 200 
to 9, and shoot profiles from over 100 to 7. 





Very good results have been obtained by rationalisa- 
tion in general and standardisation in particular, though 
with regard to the latter it will probably be found that 
it is being applied to certain branches of manufacture 
which do not lend themselves to it and in which its in- 
discriminate introduction is more likely to do harm than 
good. While rationalisation, which inevitably involves 
the closing of works and the restriction of staffs, naturally 
caused a certain amount of unemployment, the fear that 
this effect would be permanent has proved unfounded ; 
in fact, the exact opposite has occurred. 


CONCENTRATION IN INDUSTRY. 


Apart from purely technical matters, the most im- 
portant and most interesting phase of rationalisation is 
that which takes tue form of concentration in industry. 
A considerable amount of space has had to be devoted 
tu the subject in previous Reports dealing with Germany, 
because the country has always shown a strong tendency 
towards industrial combination. During the period 
under review this tendency has continued to have full 
sway. While the combinations which were effected 
during the inflation period and the difficult times imme- 
diately following had as their object either the protection 
ot trade and industry against destruction or the accumu- 
lation of factories and shops without regard to the sound- 
ness of the proposition, the combines of the past two 
years are of a very different calibre, based on principles 
which are likely to ensure permanency and with plenty 
of driving power and enterprise behind them. The 
various amalgamations are dealt with in the body of 
Messrs. Thelwall’s and Kavanagh’s Report under the 
relevant industries, more particularly the linking up of 
the Vereinigte Stahlwerke with the steel works of Central 
Germany and of Upper Silesia, and the concentration in 
the shipbuilding, cement, linoleum and match industries. 
In addition, the same process is going on ceaselessly 
throughout the country on a smaller scale, involving 
from two to half-a-dozen factories, so that every branch 
oi industry is increasing in health and strength by the 
elimination of waste and of unfruitful competition. 
Although it is by no means the sole cause, there can be 
no doubt that this form of rationalisation has contributed 
very materially to the present satisfactory condition of 
German industry. Not only have the periodical reports 
of the chambers of commerce during the first six months 
of 1927 shown consistent progress, but the extension of 
plant by the leading steel works, as well as the large 
building programmes of the shipping lines, indicate that 
a continuation of activity in home and foreign trade is 
also expected for the future. 


Experience in Germany shows that the closer a com- 
bine is the better. In certain cases, of course, agrement 
in respect of patents, markets, etc., is all that is possible; 
on the other hand, cartels often lead to trouble, as théir 
members no less than their customers are liable to resent 
the imposition of price, credit and selling regulations. 
The ideal, of which the I. G. Farbenindustrie is the best 
illustration, is a complete merger into one single com- 
pany; the most efficient working is thus ensured, above 
all, instant adaptability to changing conditions, apart 
from all the other well-known advantages which go with 
unified control. The objection urged against concentra- 
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tion in industry is that by doing away with competition 
it creates a monopolistic condition, with the danger that 
consumers will be exploited. Even if this danger is real, 
it must be carefully considered whether it is not prefer- 
able to unlimited competition and price cutting with the 
attendant widespread unemployment and weakening of 
vital industries. As a matter of fact, however, the 
leaders of modern business in Germany will probably 
take care to avoid incurring charges of profiteering which 
would certainly be followed by Government interference 
under the pressure of public opinion. 


ANGLO-GERMAN TRADE. 


Germany’s foreign trade figures have not been as satis- 
factory as might have been expected during the first six 
months of 1927. Probably this is partly accounted for 
by the after-effects of the very large foreign borrowing 
during 1926 and 1925 and partly by the good home 
demand, which is more profitable for manufacturers than 
export. Messrs. Thelwall and Kavanagh deal at some 
length with Anglo-German trade in their Report, where 
it is shown that, while the United Kingdom exports 
almost entirely raw materials and semi-manufactures to 
Germany, she sends us for the most part finished goods. 
This is naturally a situation which is profoundly unsatis- 
factory from the point of view of the British working 
population and of British manufacturers. The German 
Minister for Economic Affairs has announced that his 
Government will decrease the duties in industrial pro- 
ducts during this year, and perhaps it will be best to wait 
and see whether this action gives British goods a better 
chance on the German market. It may, however, be 
permitted to express a doubt whether the Minister will 
be able to effect any great change in view of the opposi- 
tion of the two most powerful classes in the country, the 
agrarians and the industrialists, who both want duty 
increases. In the meantime it might be well if the in- 
dustries of the two countries took steps to see if they could 
not themselves bring about a state of affairs which would 
minimise the extravagant and harmful competition which 
at present exists between them. As it is, both countries 
are represented on a number of international conventions 
or agreements which are working well and proving bens- 
ficial to the industries of each, such as the international 
syndicates for electric lamps, for gas mantles, for rails 
and for aluminium. 


It is pointed out in the section of the Report dealing 
with Anglo-German trade how extremely difficult the 
German market is for foreign goods. It must, therefore, 
be treated with the utmost care by anyone who wishes to 
introduce his wares upon it. Lapses from the strict 
rules of commercial usage which, in other markets where 
competition is less fierce, would probably only cause in- 
convenience, mean the loss of orders in Germany. 
Accordingly, in dealing with German houses, correspond- 
ence must be answered immediately, deliveries must be 
punctual to the minute, prices must be low and credit 
more generous than that obtainable in Germany itself. 
If these points are adhered to much may be done to over- 
come the handicap imposed on British goods by the 
German tariff. There remain, however, other factors 
which increase the competitive power of German goods 
at home and abroad in comparison with those of Great 
Britain. These factors have been in operation for many 
years and hardly need repeating—lower wages, longer 
hours, comprehensive industrial organisation, and an in- 
genious system of railway rates, particularly for export 
purposes. Subsidies in the ordinary sense of the word, 
namely, in the form of non-interest bearing and non- 
returnable grants of Government money, have not been 
made to German industry since the war to any great 
extent. The payments made by the German Govern- 
ment for ships and material delivered under the Treaty 
of Peace cannot fairly be described as subsidies, as they 
were in compensation for something actually lost. As 
its home market is protected, however, German industry 
is in a position to arrange its own export bounties by re- 
couping itself for the lower profits earned on its competi- 
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tive foreign prices through higher internal charges. This 
is very widely done. 


TAXATION: BRITISH AND GERMAN. 


Important as the question of taxation is in considering 
competitive power, it is impossible to make any just com- 
parison without a searching scientific examination of the 
wealth and the tax burdens of the two countries—a task 
of such magnitude and difficulty that it is never likely 
to be undertaken. In the absence of reliable figures the 
isolated statements which appear from time to time show- 
ing the tax yield per head of the population, the present 
taxes paid by an individual or firm compared with those 
paid before the war, the tax burden resting upon a ton 
of coal or steel, etc., are useless for purposes of compari- 
son. The writers of the Report state, as a purely per- 
sonal opinion, that, taking the taxes levied by the Reich, 
the States, the municipalities and districts, together 
with the social charges, into account, the total burden is 
probably very much the same in the two countries. 


THe BupGET AND FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION. 


As pointed out in last year’s Report, the Budget state- 
ments of the Reich leave much to be desired in clearness, 
and although this defect might have been explicable up 
to a certain point duriny recent years owing to the diffi- 
culties connected with the change from the chaotic con- 
ditions of inflation to those of a sound currency, there 
does not seem to be any reason for it after three years 
of stability. In view of its bearing on taxation, the 
Budgetary position is naturally of the greatest interest to 
trade and industry, not to mention Germany’s relation 
to her creditors, and it is accordingly much to be desired 
that it should be made as easily understandable as pos- 
sible. The Budget is briefly dealt with in the latest 
Report, and as far as could be ascertained after careful 
study and inquiry the ordinary Budget for the financial! 
year 1926-27 closed with a surplus of about 200 million 
marks and the extraordinary Budget for the same period 
with a deficit of about 570 million marks. It is therefore 
to be presumed that the Reich showed a net loss for the 
year of about 370 million marks (£18,500,000). 


A more serious weakness, however, than the form and 
even the treatment of the Budget lies in the administra- 
tion of the finances themselves. Before the war the 
federal States had very wide financial autonomy, and 
the Reich hardly interfered with them at all, nor did it 
levy any except the following taxes:—Customs and 
excise, stamp duties, death duty and increment tax. In 
1919 it was decided that, as the Reich would be re- 
sponsible for the payment of large sums to other coun- 
tries in reparations and indemnities, it must have central 
financial control, and the reform which is associated with 
the name of Herr Erzberger was begun. The trouble 
now is that this reform was never completed, and that, 
while the Reich has the responsibility, it has not the 
power to enforce its will—in fact, the reverse is the case 
—and, whenever the Central Government endeavours to 
introduce economies and improvements, the States refuse 
to act until they, at any rate, have extracted more money 
from the Reich. 


The root of the matter is political, but the old axiom 
will hold good in this case as in all others, that if political 
considerations are allowed to interfere with financial 
principles the result can only be unfortunate. The 
present system of semi-centralisation is not only in- 
effective, but also extravagant, and the decision of the 
Minister of Finance to mitigate the latter failing by the 
introduction of a certain amount of uniformity into 
federal taxation and the simplification of collection is 
much to be welcomed. What is really needed, however. 
is the concentration of actual authority in the hands of 


the Reich. 


The foregoing remarks are not intended to imply that 
any apprehension need be felt as to Germany’s financial 
stability now or in the future, but only that the financial 
results might be better than they are. To speak in the 
_ language of commerce there is ample scope forrationalisa- 
tion in the relations between the holding company—the 
Reich—and its subsidiaries—the Federal States—as also 
in the apparatus of financial administration. 
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Waces MovEMENT. 


Towards the end of 1926 a widespread and determined 
wages movement set in, owing partly to the improved 
industrial situation and partly to the increase of 10 per 
cent. in rents which was authorised as from Ist April, 
1927. The movement was still in progress in June, 
1927. Naturally, it led to some friction and disputes, 
but, on the whole, it has been carried through with re- 
markable smoothness. The average rises are between 8 
per cent. and 10 per cent., and a list illustrating the 
position is given as an appendix to Messrs. Thelwall’s 
and Kavanagh’s Report. The higher wages naturally 
stimulated consumption, and the continued improvement 
in home markets during the first six months of 1927 was 
undoubtedly due in large measure to the greater spend- 
ing power of the people. 

Unfortunately, the increases in wages were followed 
by numerous advances in prices, and if this policy is 
persisted in the inland market will be spoiled and the 
present excellent prospects ruined. A further increase 
of 10 per cent. in rents becomes effective on Ist October, 
and it has been agreed in the present tarifis that wages 
shall then be suitably adjusted; if this should lead to 
a yet further rise in prices, the old vicious circle 
which on many occasions did so much damage before the 
war will have been re-established. However, the con- 
viction is gaining ground, particularly among traders, 
that in the end it is more profitable to have a large and 
steady turnover with less gain than to squeeze the last 
penny out of every transaction. 


THE OUTLOOK FOR THE FUTURE. 


The events of the past twelve months (to June, 1927) 
justify the confidence as to Germany’s continued re- 
covery expressed by the writers in their last year’s 
Report, but it is much harder to give a prognosis for 
the next year, as there are a number of factors to be 
considered, the effect of which is more than usually 
doubtful. 

The continuance of satisfactory industrial and com- 
mercial activity will depend to a very large extent upon 
a most careful management of the money market. When 
adjustments have to be made, crises and shocks should 
be avoided, particularly a repetition of the Stock Ex- 
change upset of 13th May last. The lowering of the 
inflated quotations on that occasion, which was ad- 
mittedly advisable, might have been obtained equally 
well. without any violence and damage and loss of pres- 
tige. As regards foreign borrowing, it is quite out of the 
question that a country of German’s industrial develop- 
ment should have formed sufficient working capital for its 
needs in the short period which has elapsed since stabili- 
sation at the end of 1923, and as jong as the building-up 
process continues there is no reason why she should not 
draw to a reasonable extent on other countries. 


The present industrial activity in Germany is in the 
main due to a good inland market, exports being com- 
paratively low. Fears are expressed that these 
inland orders may for the most part have been 
placed in connection with rationalisation work and 
for the replenishing of stocks, and that as _ these 
two demands are now largely satisfied there will 
be a reaction. Even if these apprehensions prove 
correct, however, much could be done to counter- 
act their effect by a careful nursing of the home market. 
As long as Germany is a heavy borrower abroad exports 
are not likely to exceed imports; on the other hand, the 
borrowings can, to a certain extent, be used to satisfy 
the country’s foreign obligations. To this expedient 
there is again no objection as long as it is strictly tem- 
porary and is resorted to less and less as capital forma- 
tion progresses in Germany. It will thus be seen that, 
quite apart from the anxieties which are troubling the 
world at large, such as trade barriers, credit expansion 
and gold distribution, there are a number of possible 
contingencies which might during the coming months 
interrupt the present favourable position in Germany, 
though none of them need necessarily occur, and even if 
they do, nothing more than a transitory set-back is to 
be anticipated. 


- 
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COAL, IRON, AND STEEL. 





PRODUCTION AND WHOLESALE PRICES IN 
CERTAIN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND 
THE UNITED STATES. 


In the tables which follow, particulars are shown of 
the average monthly production in 1925 and 1926 of coal, 
pig-iron, and crude steel in certain European countries 
and in the United States, together with the production, 
so far as available, in each month from August, 1926. 
The corresponding figures of production in the United 
Kingdom are added for purposes of comparison. The 
quantities produced are given in thousands of English 
tons (2,240 lbs.) in each case. 

In the notes following the tables, reference is made to 
the fluctuations in price of a few representative kinds of 
coal, iron, and steel during recent months :— 


PRODUCTION OF CoAL. THOUSANDS oF Tons (2,240 LBs.) 


























| 
| France.| Saar Ger- United 
Month. ae ise eet many.* | U.S.A. Kingdom. 
1925. Monthly average °,857 | 1,065 | 1,897 | 10,874 | 43,294! 20,265 
1926. Monthlyaverage 4,216 _ 1,122 2,076] 11,919 | 49,310 10,523 
1926. August.. ‘' .. 211 1,117 | 2,084 |] 12,672 | 48,780 
September -- 4,231 1,108 2,139} 12,669 | 51,218 | 
October ..| 4401 | 15150 | 2/237 | 137300 | 56, t 
November »» 4480 1,107 2,273 | 13,279 | 59,971 
December --| 4,480 1,212 2,838 | 13,554 | 68,218 19,549 
1927. January --| 4,458 1,173 2,308 | 18,141 | 56,646 21,569 
February -- 4,288 | 1,192 2,215 | 12,588 | 52,461 21,091 
March .. .»| 4,649 | 1,268 2,4 13,821 | 59,147 | 23,607 
April .. -.| 4,283 | 1,025 | 2,244] 11,605 | $7,326 20,220 
May... .. 4,220; 1,068 | 2,198 | 12,100 | 38,794 21,854 
June .. -.| 4,168 1,054 , 2,226] 11,630 39,182 19,793 
July... ..| 4,126 1,089 | 2,203 | 12,432 | 34,528 | 19,944 
August. . a 4,230 1,102 | 2,237 | 12,788 | 44,155 | 20,217 








* Excluding liguite. 
+ UGa’ stoppage; the production during the seven months, May to 
November, 1926, was 17,656,000 tons. 


PRODUCTION OF PIG-IRON AND CRUDE STEEL. 
THOUSANDS OF Tons (2,240 LBs.). 





United 
































| Luxem- _ | Ger- ee 
Month. sags! yenoat burg. ‘Italy. | many. U.S.A. Kingdom. 
| 
1995. | Pig-iron. 
Monthly | | 
a 694°7 208°4 193°8 | 39°5 827°2 | 3,042°0 521°8 
26. 
Monthly 
ee 770°2 | 278°7 209°8 | 42°1 790°7 | 3,267°4 | 203°6 
August ... 800°4| 3133 | 2062 | 4531! 8365 | 83,2005 13°6 
September ... 772°5 307°9 211°5 | 42°3 865'°9 | 3,136°3 | 12°56 
October .-| 802°6 314°5 219°3 43°3 920°2 | 3,334'1 | 18°1 
November ..| 777°0 804°5 212°9 | 43°0 967°5 | 8,286°7 | 12°7 
none .-| 8141 323°3 228°6 | 40°2 | 1,047°7 | 3,091°1 | 98°0 
27. 
January 792°0 | $11°3 | 2240] 45°83 | 1,042°8 | 3,108'8 | 434°6 
February 7048 287°9 2044) 43°8 951°4 | 2,940°7 571°1 
March 788°1 809°3 2261 | 47°2 | 1,068°4 | 3,483°4 671°8 
April 761°5 | 8049 220°9 | 46°2 | 1,035°6 | 3,422°2 | 680°0 
ay 781°4 | 318°7 233°8 t 1,111°6 | 3,390°9 | 720°1 
June 734°6 297°2 220°2 Tt 1,050°4 | 3,089°7 651°3 
July .. o-| 7567 | 314°5 221°6 T 1,091°1 | 2,951°2 645°8 
August .-| 761°1 | 811°6 234°4 T 1,097°6 | 2,947°3 | 5961 
Crude Steel (ingots and castings). 
1925. | 
Monthly | | 
average| 608°0 | 197°7 171°1 |146°4 | 999°2 | 3,678°4 615°5 
19 | 
Monthly | 
average 687°6 276°6 184°0 | 145°9 | 1,011°9 | 3,911°4 296°7 
19 | 
August ' 693°1 $12°8 181°3 | 146°6 | 1,123°0 | 3,987°0 §2°1 
September ..| 694°8 $07°5 186°1 | 136° 1,125°8 | 3,918°4 95°7 
tober | 729°8 $11°7 192°1 126°9 | 1,155°4 | 4,074°5 94°2 
November ..| 702°6 $04°4 191°0 |117°1 | 1,236°8 | 8,705°7 97°5 
December ..| 729°2 822°4 205°8 124°1 | 1,282°2 | 8,466°8 319°3 
1927 | 
January .. 662°6 307°6 192°2 | 184°8 | 1,287°4 | 8,786°5 730°7 
February ..| 617°9 292°1 181°2 | 128°9 | 1,213°8 | 3,810°8 826°8 
March . 692°6 809°6 199°7 |135°8 | 1,392°3 | 4,534°9 949°6 
April 669°6 296°2 202°7 | 136°8 | 1,267°7 | 4,180°0 850°1 
y 700°4 313°5 2068 | ft 1,356°1 | 4,046°2 884°6 
June 661°1 295°0 199°9 | ¢ 1,306°6  $3,468°1 747°3 
July 666°0 | 309°1 199°7 t 1,339°9 | 3,178°3 687°1 
August °*) 682°9 | 320°5 212°4, fT | 1,403°3 3,470°9 643° 
| 














* The United States pig iron figures exclude charcoal pig iron, and the 
steel figures relate to the production of ingots only; the average monthly 
production of steel castings during 1926 was 113,130 tons. 

t Not yet received. 

+ The figures from June, 1927, are exclusive of crucible and electric steel; 
the average monthly production of these two classes of steel ingots in 1926 
Was 28,2380 tons. 
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From the available information as to furnaces in blast, 
it appears that the average output of pig-iron in August, 
per furnace, was 3,520 tons in the United Kingdom, 
5,340 tons in France, 5,670 tons in Belgium, 5,720 tons 
in Luxemburg, 9,540 tons in Germany, and 15,640 tons 
in the United States. 

FRANCE.—The August output of coal in France 
(4,230,000 tons) was about 19,000 tons above the output 
in August, 1926, the number of working days being the 
same in both months. Compared with July of this year, 
the August daily production shows a decline of 1:4 per 
cent. The production of pig-iron was 761,100 tons in 
August, 756,700 tons in July, and 800,400 tons in 
August, 1926. At the end of August, there were 142 
furnaces in blast, a net decrease of one since the begin- 
ning of the month. The August output of steel ingots 
and castings was 682,900 tons, a total exceeded only twice 
this year (in March and May), but falling short of last 
year’s average by 4,700 tons. The production per working 
day in August was about 25,290 tons against 25,620 tons 
in July. No change was effected in September in the 
August quotation of 119 frs. per metric ton for ‘* tout 
venant’’ (through and through) coal, 30/35, gras. Pig- 
iron, P.L., No. 3 (Longwy) remained at 460 frs. per 
metric ton during September; other average quotations 
in that month being as follow:—Ingots, 460 frs. ; 
blooms, 480 frs.; billets, 500 frs.; joists, 530 frs.; and 
medium sheets, 800 frs. per metric ton. 

Beicium.—In August 2,237,000 tons of coal were 
extracted in Belgium in 26 working days, compared with 
2,084,000 tons in August, 1926, when there was one 
working day less in the month. Pig-iron production fell 
from 314,500 tons in July to 311,600 tons in August, 
aud there were 55 furnaces in blast both at the begin- 
ning and end of the month. The production of crude 
steel per working day in August was about the same as in 
July. The price of ‘‘ tout venant’’ (through and 
through) industrial coal remained at 180 frs. per metric 
ton in September, while no change was recorded in the 
convention rate of 610-620 frs. per metric ton for No. 3 
foundry pig-iron. The official export price (f.o.b. 
Antwerp) remained at £3 5s. per metric ton, although 
business was done at rates between £3 and £3 2s. 
Other export quotations at the beginning of October 
were £3 17s. 6d. for blooms, £4 3s. 6d. for billets, 
£4 8s. 6d. for joists, and £6 for plates of ;',in. and over, 
these prices being about 2s. per metric ton below those in 
force a month earlier. 

GrermMany.—The August output of coal from German 
mines was 12,788,000 tons in 27 working days, com- 
pared with 12,672,000 tons in the 26 working days of 
August, 1926. Pig-iron production was well main- 
tained, the daily rate (35,400 tons) having been exceeded 
this year only in May. At the beginning and end 
of August, there were 115 furnaces in blast. Steel pro- 
duction was also high, the production per working day 
being slightly above the July rate, and 20 per cent. 
above the rate in August, 1926. There was no 
alteration in September in the price of Fettforderkohle 
(through and through coal), which remained at 
14:87 R.mks. per metric ton. From 1st September, 
No. 3 foundry pig-iron was reduced by 8 R.mks. to 
78 R.mks. per metric ton, while iron bars and iron joists 
(Oberhausen) and billets (Dortmund) were maintained, 
respectively, at 134 R.mks., 131 R.mks., and 112-50 
R.mks. per metric ton. The average quotation for 
medium sheets (Siegen) in September was 150-95 R.mks. 
per metric ton, a reduction of 1°80 R.mks. from the 
August average. 

UniTep States.—There was a considerable advance 
in both bituminous and anthracite output in August, 
compared with the preceding four months, but the total 
was still substantially below the average in 1926. Com- 
pared with July, the bituminous output per working day 
was up by about 15 per cent., while the rate for anthra- 
cite showed an increase of nearly 43 per cent. The 
August production of 2,947,300 tons of pig-iron shows 
a reduction of 253,200 tons from that of a year earlier, 
the daily production showing a fall of about 8 per cent. 
At the end of August there were 187 furnaces in blast, 
a net decrease of three since the beginning of the month. 
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The August output of steel ingots amounted to 3,470,900 
tons, which, making allowance for the exclusion of 
crucible and electric steel, was about 12 per cent. below 
the corresponding output of last year. Average quota- 
tions for run-of-mine coals (f.o.b. W. Pennsylvanian 
mines) in September were 1 dol. 70 cts. per short ton 
(2,000 lbs.) for steam coal, and 1 dol. 75 cts. for coking 
coal. The price of No. 2 foundry pig-iron (Phila- 
delphia) was reduced early in September by a further 
50 cts. to 20 dols. 26 cts. per English ton and remained 
at this figure during the month. No alteration occurred 
in September in the respective August quotations of 
33 dols. and 34 dols. per English ton for Bessemer billets 
and open-hearth sheet bars, Pittsburg. On 20th Sep- 
tember iron bars, Philadelphia, were priced at 2 dols. 
7 cts. per Ib., and beams, Pittsburg, at 1 dol. 75 cts. 
per lb., these prices being 5 cts. below those prevailing 
for some months previous. 


Notes on Trade. 


BRITISH STANDARD TRAMWAY RAILS AND 
FISHPLATES. 


A revised edition of the British Standard Specification 
and Sections for Tramway Rails and Fishplates (No. 2- 
1927) has recentiy been published by the British Engin- 
eering Standards Association. In the new edition of the 
specification, British standard section No. 9 (68°3 lbs. 
per yard) has been omitted, as experience has shown that 
it is not required, and a new dwarf section, No. 10 
(95°4 lbs. per yard), has been included, intended 
primarily for carrying heavy loads on sleeper track. The 
text of the specification has been modified where 
necessary consequent upon the introduction of the new 
section and the omission of section No. 9. The basic 
Bessemer process for the manufacture of the steel 
has been eliminated in accordance with the recent 
decision of the Association. The omission of 
any reference to the weight of the tup in the 
revised edition of the British standard specification for 
falling weight testing machines (No. 103-1926), which 
forms part of Appendix 1 of the tramway rail specifica- 
tion, has necessitated the insertion of a statement in the 
clause in the latter dealing with the falling weight test 
that the tup is not to weigh less than one ton. 

Copies of the specification may be obtained from the 
British Engineering Standards Association (Publica- 
tions Department), 28, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1, 
or from the publishers, Messrs. Crosby Lockwood and 
Son, 7, Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C. 4, price 
5s., post free 5s. 4d. 











CANADIAN APPLES, PEARS AND PLUMS. 


The High Commissioner for Canada in London has been 
officially advised by cablegram from Ottawa that between 
6th and 12th October the following quantities of Cana- 
dian fruit were shipped to British ports:—Apples, 
36,400 barrels, 31,800 boxes; pears, 2,100 boxes; and 
plums, 900 boxes. 





CANADIAN IRON AND STEEL. 


According to final returns prepared by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics at Ottawa, and communicated by 
the High Commissioner for Canada in London, the value 
of the production of iron and steel in Canada last year 
reached 41,883,565 dollars, or an increase of 22 per cent. 
over the output value of 32,909,463 dols. reported for 
1925. 

The production of pig iron, steel ingots, direct steel 
castings and rolled iron and steel products represented a 
capital investment in Canada of 86,987,454 dols. ; 
afforded employment to an average over the year of 
6,140 people, to whom there was paid 9,054,170 dols. in 
salaries and wages; and by manufacturing processes 
21,970,842 dols. was added to the value of purchased 
materials which cost 19,912,723 dols. : 





NOTES ON TRADE—Continued. 





Analysis of the output values by provinces showed the 
distribution to be as follows :—Ontario, 25,614,000 dols. ; 
Nova Scotia, 8,681,441 dols.; Quebec, 5,960,338 dols. ; 
and Manitoba, 1,547,341 dols. 


SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCE SHIPMENTS TO 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa 
in London has been advised by cable from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Pretoria, that during the week 
ended 15th October the following quantities of South 
African produce were shipped to United Kingdom 
ports:—Wool, scoured, bales, 134; wool, grease, bales, 
4,117; mohair, bales, 870; hides, wet, bales, 500; hides, 
dry, bales, 634; sheepskins, bales, 869; goatskins, bales, 
56 ; sealskins, casks, 6; wattle bark, tons, 22 ; eggs, cases, 
10,519; groundnuts, bags, 148; cotton line, lbs., 18,204; 
maize, bags, 18,522 ; maizemeal, bags, 33,016; grit, bags, 
1,817; cowmeal, bags, 499; lucerne seed, bags, 75; 
oranges, boxes, 4,544; sultanas, boxes, 300; and dried 
apricots, boxes, 300. 








GOLD COAST TRADE EXPANSION. 


The Gold Coast Government Commercial Intelligence 
Bureau in London reports that the Customs receipts of 
the Gold Coast Colony in September amounted to 
£232,027, an increase of £93,804 over those for 
September, 1926. Tota] receipts from Ist April to 30th 
September were £1,160,291, or £365,040 more than for 
the corresponding period of last year. 

Imports into the Colony during the month of 
September totalled £1,058,852 as compared with only 
£607,785 in September, 1926, the increase thus being 
£451,067. For the nine months January-September 
the value was £7,452,093, as against £5,478,991 in the 
corresponding period of 1926, showing an increase of. 
£1,973,102. 

Exports from the Colony in September were valued 
at £813,028 as compared with £384,291 in the same 
month of last year, or an advance of £428,737. The 
total value for January-September, 1927, was 
£9,599,174, as against £7,044,009 in the first nine 
months of 1926, or a rise of £2,555,165. 

The total increase in the value of the Colony’s trade 
in January-September, 1927, as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1926, was £4,528,267. 





INDIAN TRADE, WEATHER AND CROPS. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London reports 
that the balance of trade figures for India for September 
are as follows, in lakhs of rupees :— 

Imports of merchandise on private account, 2,118; 
exports, including re-exports of merchandise on private 
account, 2,792; net imports of gold, 92; net imports of 
silver, 38; net imports of currency notes, 4; total visible 
balance of trade, + 563; net balance on remittance of 
funds, — 527. 

The Indian Commercial Intelligence Department, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the season and crops 
during the weeks ended on the dates stated :— 

Rainfall.—During the week ended 22nd October rain- 
fall was nearly general in Upper Burma on one day. 
There were only local or few falls of rain elsewhere. 

Crops.—Bombay, 22nd October. Conditions generally 
are favourable over the Presidency. Some damage has 
been done to crops by locusts. Bengal, 19th October. 
Rainfall was light to moderate in the east and parts of 
the north and _ scattered elsewhere. Rain is more 
urgently needed. Bihar and Orissa, 17th October. Light 
rain fell in parts, but more is urgently needed in the 
greater parts of Bihar, Santhal and Perganas. Central 
Provinces, 17th October. The weather was dry. The 
condition of kharif crops is good. Punjab, 17th October. 
The weather was dry and rain is needed throughout. 
The condition of crops is unchanged. Madras, 15th 
October. Rainfall was light. The condition of standing 
crops is fair to good. 

All India Crop Forecast, 1927-28.—Calcutta, 20th 
October: Second cotton, 20,592,000 acres. 
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AUSTRALIAN, PRODUCE SHIPMENTS TO 
THE UNITED KINGDOM 

The High Commissioner for Australia in London 
reports that between 4th and 15th October the following 
quantities of Australian produce were shipped per s.s. 
** Port Hobart,’’ s.s. ‘‘ Nestor,’’ s.s. ‘‘Troilus,’”’ s.s. 
‘* Touraine,’’ and s.s. ‘‘ Naldera’’ to various United 
Kingdom ports:—Beef, crops, 1,850, lbs., 66,859; 
mutton, carcases, 9,956; lamb, carcases, 25,589; livers, 
crates, 23 ; calves’ livers, cases, 51 ; calves’ tongues, cases, 
36; canned meats, cases, 100; suet, cases, 86; rabbits, 
crates, 4,641; hares, crates, 91; tallow, casks, 361; 
butter, boxes, 5,471; eggs, dozen, 95,710; currants, lbs., 
8,400; sultanas, lbs. 4,512,976; sheepskins, number, 
34,407; wool, greasy, bales, 17,708, scoured, bales, 
2,370; barley, centals, 13,187; flour, centals, 45,908; 
and wine, gallons, 60,402. 





MALAYAN IMPORTS OF IRON AND STEEL. 


The total value of imports of iron and steel and manu- 
factures thereof into Malaya during the first half of 
this year was £1,794,628, reports the Malay States 
Information Agency in London. This compares with 
£2,044,562 during the corresponding period of 1926. 





~ 


WEST INDIAN TRADE AND CROPS. 


Exports of sugar from Barbados during the first eight 
months of this year totalled 50,145 tons, as compared 
with 43,854 tons during the corresponding period in 
1926, states a report from the Overseas Managers in the 
British West Indies branches of Barclay’s Bank. 

Prospects in Trinidad for the next sugar crop are very 
good, and, given normal weather conditions, it is hoped 
that a record crop will be secured. The coming cocoa 
crop in Tobago is expected to be late. 

Bananas exported from Jamaica during the year to 
15th October show, in comparison with the same period 
of 1926, an increase of 14 million stems. Prospects for 
next year are very good, and another large crop is antici- 
pated. It is estimated that the 1928 sugar crop will be 
in the vicinity of 70,000 tons. 

In British Guiana a few of the sugar estates com- 
menced grinding in September. Prospects are excellent 
for a large rice crop in October-November. The balata 
industry remains in a depressed state. Weather condi- 
tions have assisted the diamond industry. Exports of 
diamonds for the first eight months of 1927 were 117,589 
carats, valued at 2,246,038 dollars, compared with 
79,319 carats, valued at 1,742,761 dols., in the corre- 
sponding period of 1926. 





POLISH SUGAR INDUSTRY. 
The following statistics* concerning the Polish sugar 
industry have been forwarded from the Polish Legation 
in London :— 


a 





October, 1926— October, 1925- 

















Movement. September, 1927. | September, 1926. 
Metric tons. Metric tons. 
Stocks (lst October) 17,683 347 
Production s° 500,258 523,339 
517,941 523,686 
Consumption 309,061 267,255 
Export 205,209 236,067 
514,270 503,322 
Stocks (1st October) ned 3,671 20,364 











a 


* Basic white crystals. 





Exhibitions and Fairs. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1928. 


The considerable extensions carried out both in 
London and Birmingham for the next British Industries 
Fair, to be held in these two centres from 20th February 
to 2nd March, 1928, have provided large additional space, 
but it is unlikely that there will be any space left un- 
allocated in a few weeks’ time. 

To date, four months before the opening of the Fair, 
370,000 square feet of exhibition space has been applied 
for; and the organisation of the Fair is proceeding so 
rapidly that it is now possible to commence the work of 
allotment. 





In Lonpon. 


Among the sections in London in which there is still 
space available are those to comprise displays of brush- 
ware, musical instruments, furniture, druggists’ sun- 
dries and foodstuffs. 

The section to comprise scientific, photographic and 
optical instruments and apparatus is already more than 
double the size of the section at the last Fair, and will 
be an outstanding feature of the next Fair. 

There will be displayed a very complete exhibition of 
British-made scientific instruments, including meteoro- 
logical instruments which are accepted as the standard 
by official services all over the world; hydrometers (the 
exhibit is claimed to be the most representative that hag 
ever been shown at an exhibition in this country) ; ther- 
mometers; barometers; nautical instruments; position 
balances, ranging from the student type to those required 
for analytical work. The latest type of surveying instru- 
ments and the requirements of the drawing office will 
also be fully covered. 

The subject of temperature control will be exemplified 
by the latest type of pyrometers and other temperature- 
controlling devices, while many other instruments for 
household, meteorological, medical and industrial pur- 
poses will be on view. Electrical precision instruments, 
optical instruments and the general requirements of the 
optician will also be fully provided for. 

In the foodstuffs section, for which in the past six 
days alone applications for over 1,000 square feet of 
space have been received, a special feature will be the 
participation for the first time of some of the largest 
firms in the British confectionery trade. 


At BIRMINGHAM. 


Rapid progress is being made in the construction of 
the large additional accommodation required at Castle 
Bromwich—the venue of the Birmingham section—to 
house a display, to be organised on a large scale, of, 
among other products, engines, machinery, industrial 
plant, hardware, gas and electrical apparatus, factory 
and dwelling-house fittings. The new permanent build- 
ings are being constructed of steel and brick on a con- 
crete flooring. 

Potential exhibitors who delay their application run 
the risk of their exhibits being shown in temporary 
buildings which may have to be provided in the antici- 
pated contingency that all available space in the per- 
manent exhibition extensions will have been applied for. 


THe CATALOGUE OF THE FAIR. 


The work of compiling the special advance overseas 
edition of the catalogue of the Fair is progressing 
rapidly. It is important that all exhibitors who desire 
the inclusion of their name and a description of their 
exhibits in the advance edition should make early appli- 
cation on the prescribed form with which they have been 
provided. The circulation abroad of 10,000 copies of 
this advance catalogue two months before the opening of 
the Fair is of considerable value, not only as a means 
of securing advance publicity for the exhibits of indi- 
vidual exhibitors, but in leading, as is known from ex- 
perience, to the receipt of numerous enquiries and of 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 


actual orders. Requests for copies of the advance 
catalogue are already being received from overseas firis. 





CONCESSIONS TO OVERSEAS BUYERS. 


His Majesty’s Government have again arranged, in 
cases where visas are necessary, for British Consular 
Officers to grant, without charge, visas on the passports 
of bona fide buyers visiting the Fair. 





A BRITISH TRADE EXHIBITION IN 
AUSTRALIA. 


An. important effort towards the consolidation of 
British Trade in Australia is to be made next year in 
Melbourne, where an Exhibition, at which only goods 
manufactured in this country will be shown, will take 
place from 23rd February to 10th April. 

The Exhibition is being promoted by the Australian 
Association of British Manufacturers and their repre- 
sentatives, who are represented in this country by the 
Federation of British Industries. It will, therefore, in 
a sense, be a co-operative affair, its conduct being 
largely in the hands of British manufacturers themselves. 

Mr. E. J. Hogan, the State Premier of Victoria, and 
Mr. R. Williams, Honorary Minister and Member of 
the Legislative Council, representing the Victorian 
Government, have joined the Exhibition Council. 

Australian newspapers have also promised their 
strong support, while many Melbourne shopkeepers are 
consenting to stock and sell only British goods during 
the period of the Exhibition. Moreover, hotels and 
restaurants are being persuaded to use British china, 
glass, cutlery, table linen, etc. Efforts are being made 
to ensure that the period of the Exhibition will be an 
all-British six weeks in Melbourne. 

The ‘‘ exhibiting ’’ area, that is, exclusive of gang- 
ways, is roughly equal to that of Olympia in London. 

Arrangements have been made to treat the Exhibi- 
tion as a bonded warehouse, so that no duty need be 
paid on exhibits returned to this country. 

The various steamship lines sailing between the 
United Kingdom and Australia have granted a reduc- 
tion in freight rates of 25 per cent. for the outward 
voyage and 50 per cent. on the homeward voyage for 
all goods certified by the Federation of British Industries 
as being bona-fide exhibits. 

The object of the Exhibition is largely to promote 
business by putting manufacturers and their representa- 
tives in touch with trade buyers, and by giving trade 
buyers additional opportunities of inspecting British 
goods ; but it also has the object of increasing the interest 
of the public in British goods by giving them an oppor- 
tunity of seeing them under conditions that have never 
been afforded before. 

Arrangements have been made for the display of ex- 
hibitors’ films, so that buyers and public alike, after 
viewing an exhibit, may see on the screen how the pro- 
duct is made. No extra charge is made to the exhibitor 
for this, but in the event of non-exhibiting firms desiring 
to exhibit films a charge will naturally be made. 

Britain is still foremost in supplying Australia’s needs, 
but the imports from foreign countries, especially the 
United States and Germany, are creeping up much 
more rapidly than those of the United Kingdom. Both 
German and American firms are paying much more 
attention than British manufacturers to marketing 
problems and, in particular, to publicity. It was for 
this reason that the Australian Association of British 
Manufacturers and their representatives decided to 
organise this Exhibition and so create an opportunity 
for British manufacturers of all classes of goods to take 
part in a co-operative effort to sell British goods. _ 

The vast programmes of development now being 
entered upon by the Australian Government are creating 
new opportunities for trade in a wide range of com- 
modities, and this Exhibition is planned not only to 
attract the attention of the Australian buyer at an 
opportune moment but to create a ‘‘ Buy British ” 
atmosphere at the beginning of this new era. = 

The Exhibition Section of the Federation of British 
Industries is controlline the booking of space, and 
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details of available positions in the various sections can 
be secured from them. It will be possible for a firm 
not represented in Australia to exhibit. The official 
architect to the Exhibition will look after the erection 
of their stand, and the Management Committee will 
engage salesmen or attendants for them. Arrange- 
ments have also been made for packing and shipping 
such exhibits to the Exhibition, unpacking and arrang- 
ing the exhibit, re-packing and shipping back to the 
exhibitor. 

The Federation’s Shipping Department is at the 
disposal of exhibitors for advice and assistance concern- 
ing the shipment of exhibits generally. 





EXHIBITION OF HYDRAULIC MACHINERY, 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
in connection with a conference which the Confedera- 
tion of Algerian Agriculturists propose to hold at 
Algiers in January next to discuss various matters con- 
nected with the supply of water and the cultivation of 
cotton in North Africa, it is intended to hold an exhibi- 
tion for the display of various kinds of appliances used 
in hydraulic works. It is understood that no charge 
for space will be made to exhibitors, but firms desirous 
of displaying their products would do well to apply for 
a member’s ticket of admission to the conference, costing 
50 francs, which can be obtained from M. Baubier, 1, 
Boulevard de !a République, Algiers. 





LYONS INTERNATIONAL FAIR. 

In a_ recent report to the Department of Overseas 
Trade it was stated that practically the whole of the 
space (approximately 3,000 stands) at the International 
Fair to be held at Lyons from 5th to 18th March next 
had already been taken up. Any British firms proposing 
to participate in the Fair who have not already booked 
space should, therefore, communicate without delay with 
the organisers of the Fair at the Hétel de Ville, Lyons. 


— 


COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BUREAU, 
ANTWERP. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the municipal Commercial Intelligence Bureau 
(‘‘ Bureau de Renseignements Commerciaux ’’) in Ant- 
werp is proposing to open a special section for informa- 
tion relating to commercial fairs. The organisers of 
such fairs are accordingly invited to send copies of their 
posters and other literature to the Bureau de Renseigne- 
ments Commerciaux, 16, Rue Coquilhat, Anvers. 








FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘* EVENING CHRONICLE’? WIRELESS EXHIBITION— 
Manchester, October 24th-November 5th. Apply to 
Provincial Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

*IMpPERIAL FRurIT SHOW— 

Manchester, October 28th-November 5th. Apply to J. F. 
Tamblyn, 18, Bedford Square, London, W.C. 1. 

Cycir AND Motor CycLte SHow— 
Olympia. Opening date, 31st October. Organised by 
The British Cycle and Motor Cycle Manufacturers’ and 
Traders’ Union, Ltd., The Towers, Warwick Road, 
Coventry. 

HOUSEHOLD REQUIREMENTS AND GENERAL TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Plumstead and District Chamber of Trade, November 
Ist-1lth. Apply to London and Manchester Exhibitions, 
Ltd., 171, Oxford Road, Manchester. 

‘‘Datty DispatcH ’’ Foop aND CooKERY ExHIBITION— j 
Hanley, November Ist-12th. Apply to Provincial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

GROCERS’ AND ALLIED TRADES’ EXHIBITION— 

Plymouth, November 8th-17th. 

‘“NortH Mait’”’ Berrer HOvusEKEEPING EXHIBITION— 
Newcastle, November 8th-19th. Apply to Provincial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

Pustic WorKks, Roaps anp TRANSPORT CONGRESS AXD Exmrt 

TION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N., 
November 14th-19th. Apply to Municipal Agency, 
Ltd., Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 














* A display of Home and Empire foodstuffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 
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*BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1928. 
White City, London, and Castle Bromwich, Birming- 
ham, February 20th to March 2nd. 
SCHEDULE OF EXHIBITS. 
LONDON. 


Organised by the Department of Overseas Trade. 
Address: 36. Old Queen Street, ager. S.W.1. Telephone: ‘Victoria 


Cutlery. Spectacle ware and opticians’ 
Silver and electro-plate. supplies. 
Jewellery, watches and clocks. Photographic and cinemato- 
Hard haberdashery. graphic apparatus and _ re- 
Glassware of all descriptions. quisites. 
China, earthenware and stone- Wireless apparatus. 

ware. Musical instruments. 
Paper. Furniture of wood, cane and 
Stationery and stationers’ sun- wicker. 


Bedsteads and bedding. 


dries and office appliances. 
Carpets, linoleum, etc. 


Metal office furniture. 
Printing. Basketware. 
Books. Chemicals, light and heavy. 
Fancy goods, including tobacco- Domestic chemical products. 
nists’ sundries, Drugs and druggists’ sundries. 
Leather goods, including travel- Perfumery. 

ling requisites. Dyes. 
Leather. Foodstuffs (prepared and pre- 
Brushes and brooms, served) and beverages. 
Toys and games. Confectionery (sugar and choco- 
Sports goods (including fishing late). 

tackle) and sports guns. Tobacco, cigarettes and cigars. 
Sports clothing. Perambulators, mail-carts and 
Scientific and optical instruments. push-chairs 
Medical and surgical instrumentsTextiles aad ‘clothing. 


and appliances. 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Organised by the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, under the 
auspices of the Board of Trade. Address: 95, New Street, 
Birmingham. 

Lighting plant for electricity, Paints, colours and varnishes 

gas, oil, ete, and painters’ requisites. 
Cooking stoves and utensils, in- Railway equipment. 
cluding aluminium, enamel- Metals of all descriptions (exclud- 
ware, etc. ing precious metals). 
Foundry appliances. Agricultural and _ horticultural 
General hardware, including machinery and implements. | 
builders’ marine and house- Mining, colliery, and quarrying 
hold ironmongery of all de- plant. 
scriptions. Brewing and distilling plant. 
General machinery of all de- Metal furniture for garden and 
scriptions and small tools. camp use, etc. 
Mill furnishing. Building construction. 
Indiarubber goods for indus- Saddlery and harness. 
trial and household purposes. Tubes in copper, lead, brass and 
Motor-cycles and cycles. ieee and steam and pipe fit- 
Accessories for motor-cars, tin 
cycles and aeroplanes. seakinecterel and ornamental 
Weighing and measuring appli- metal work, including gates and 
ances and instruments. fencing. 
Sanitary appliances. Ropes of ‘steel and hemp, cordage 
and string. 











*UNIVERSAL COOKERY EXHIBITION (30TH ANNUAL)— 
Holland Park Hall, London, W. 11, November 15th-24th. 
Organised by the Food and Cookery Association. Apply 
to Westminster Advertising Service, Ltd., Addison 
House, 26, Bedford Street, Strand, W.C. 2. 

‘EVENING Post’’ WIRELESS EXHIBITION— 
Leeds, November 15th-26th. Apply to Provincial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., Manchester. 

CoMMERCIAL Motor SHow (Otympra)— 
November 17th-26th. Apply to Society of Motor Mann- 
facturers and Traders, 83, Pall Mall, London, S.W. 1. 

CARDIFF ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 
Drill Hall (Dumfries Place), Cardiff, November 23rd- 
December 3rd. Apply to Martin Price, Secretary, The 
South Wales Institute of Engineers, Park Place, Cardiff. 


OVERSEAS. 


Paris INTERNATIONAL NAUTICAL EXHIBITION (2ND)— 
October 28th-November 13th. Apply to Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

Pactric Travet Exposrrron— 
San Francisco, November 11th-20th. Apply to Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 

OHICAGO TRAVEL ExposiTion— 
November 21st-26th. Apply to ees “a Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 

INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE EXxHIBITION— 
Berlin, November 24th-December 4th. 

—- EXPOSITION OF POWER AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

(6TH) — 
pnw Central Palace, New York, December 5th-10th. 
pply to International Exposition Co., Grand Central 
- =f New York. 

ae. EXHIBITION AND Farr— 
Madrid, December, 1927, January, 1928. Apply to 
Department of Overseas Trade. 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1, or the Secretaria- General, Exposicion y 
Feria de Navidad Fomento de la Produccién Nacional, 
Alimentacién, Jugueteria, Arte, Avenida Pi y Margall, 
12, entresuelo, Madrid. 

Ssicon INDUSTRIAL FArR— 
December 17th-January 30th. 

ser oe AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY [EXHIBITION 

TH |j— 

January 21st-29th, 1928. Apply to  ‘‘ Comité 
d’Organisation, Salon de la Machine Agricole,’’ 8, rue 
Jéan-Goujon, Paris (before October 15th for space). 





a 


“A display of Home and Empire footstuffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 








Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








AUSTRALIA. 





SOURCES OF IMPORTS IN JUNE QUARTER. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner. ) 
SYDNEY. 

The total value of imports from all countries into the 
Commonwealth of Australia during the second quarter of 
the year was £38,449,438, as compared with £42,236,877 in 
the preceding quarter, and £35,241,713 in the corresponding 
period of 1926. The following table shows the total value 
of trade secured by the chief competing countries :— 





Quarter ended 








Country of Origin. 
30th June, | 3lst March,| 30th June, 
1927. 1927. 1926. 
£ £ £ 

United nn 15,576,647 | 17,426,081 | 14,116,732 
Canada ... ae 980,648 1,353,254 1,091,731 
Germany int side 988,489 1,040,851 719,077 
Japan ... -_ 987,940 1,043,115 920,594 
Dutch East Indies 1,425,540 1,616,900 1,343,978 
United States ... 10,286,775 | 10,930,136 9,135,767 

















BRITISH INDIA. 





OVERSEAS TRADE IN AUGUST. 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has for- 
warded the following press statement concerning India’s 
foreign seaborne trade during August, 1927, as issued by 
the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence and 
Statistics :— 

The trade returns of British India for the month of 
August, 1927, as compared with the preceding month, 
showed increases in the values of imports, exports, and 
re-exports. Imports of private merchandise totalled 
Rs.21,27 lakhs, an advance of Rs.2,61 lakhs, exports of Indian 
produce and manufactures increased by Rs.59 lakhs from 
Kis.25,73 lakhs in July to Rs.26,32 lakhs in August, and 
re-exports rose Rs.16 lakhs to Rs.82 lakhs. The comparison 
of the trade figures for August and the five months then 
ended with those for the preceding month and the corre- 
sponding period of last year is as follows :— 





Increase (+) or de 









































August, | July, crease (—) in August, 
Movements. 1927. | 1927. as compared with 
July. 
x a , | 7 
|Res. (lakhs).|Re. (lakhs). Re. (lakhs.)) Per cent. 
Imports .| 21,27 18,66 | t 2,61 | + 140 
Exports -| 26,32 25, po 69 | + 23 
Re-exports . | 82 6 | 4 + 16 + 24:2 
| | 
| ‘ | m ; Increase (+) or de- 
ugust, _ August, | crease (—) in August, 
Movement. | 1927. | 1926. 1927, compared with 
August, 1926. 
Rs. (lakhs).|Rs. (lakhs).|/Rs. (lakhs.) Per cent. 
Imports | 21,27 19,81 +146 | + 74 
Exports ove 26,32 25,59 + 73 | + 29 
Re-exports... 82 54 + 28 + 61°9 
ive _— Apti~ | tecsenee (+) or de- 
Movement. sian crease (—) in 1927 as 
1927. | 1926. compared with 1926. 
Rs. (lakhs).|Rs. (lakhs).|Rs. (lakhs).| Per cent. 
Imports .-»| 101,69 96,76 + 4,93 + 51 
Exports woe} 123,66 123,72 -— 6 -- 05 
Re-exports ... 3,57 3,00 + 57 + 19°0 
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Treasure on private account, including currency notes, 
showed a net import of Rs.1,45 lakhs in August, 1927, as 
against Ks.2,32 lakhs in the preceding month and Rs.2,12 
lakhs in August, 1926. The import and export figures of 
gold and silver during the five months April-August com- 
pare as follows with the corresponding period of last 
year :— 














Five months, April- Increase (+) or de- 
oe ny August. crease (—) in 1927, 

compared with 

1927. 1926. 1926. 

Re. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs).| Per cent. 
Gold imported 7,16 9,75 — 2,59 — 26°6 
Gold exported 1 6 — 5 — 833 
Silver imported 8,00 7,87 4- 13 + 1°79 
Silver exported 81 62 -- 19 + 30°6 

















Measured by the statistics of merchandise and treasure, 
the total visible balance of trade during the month under 
review was Rs.4,79 lakhs in favour of India as compared 
with Ks.5,50 lakhs in July and Rs.4,32 lakhs a year ago. 
During the five months ended August, 1927, the visible 
balance of trade in merchandise and treasure was Rs.12,12 
lakhs in favour of India as compared with Rs.13,44 lakhs 
in the corresponding period of 1926. The balance of 
remittances of funds in August was minus Rs.1,60 lakhs, 
and in the five months then ended minus Rs.9,02 lakhs. 


CHANGES IN IMPORTS AND EXPporTs. 


As compared with August, 1926, the imports of food, 
drink and tobacco in the month under survey fell by Rs.47 
lakhs to Rs.3,15 lakhs, while raw materials and manufac- 
tured articles rose by Rs.71 and Rs.1,26 lakhs to Rs.2,19 
and Rs.15,60 lakhs, respectively. Under food, drink and 
tobacco, imports of sugar 16 D.S. and above, including beet 
sugar, decreased by 32,000 tons in quantity and by Rs.71 
lakhs in value to Rs.1,45 lakhs. Under raw materials 
imports of kerosene oil increased by 7 million gallons in 
quantity and in value by Rs.47 lakhs. Raw cotton, mainly 
from the United States of America, showed a rise of 2,600 
tons in quantity and Rs.13 lakhs in value. Of manufac- 
tured articles the imports of cotton yarn and other 
manufactures declined by Ks.17 lakhs. Imports of cotton 
piece-goods increased 12 million yards in quantity, but 
their value fell by Ks.27 lakhs. Grey and coloured goods 
rose respectively by 10 million yards and 8 million yards in 
quantity and by Rs.12 lakhs and Rs.1 lakh in value, while 
white goods declined by 8 million yards in quantity and 
Rs.42 lakhs in value. There were noticeable advances under 
iron and steel (+RKRs.59 lakhs), machinery (+Rs.26 lakhs), 
railway plant and rolling stock (+Ks.18 lakhs), woollen 
manufactures (+Ks.13 lakhs), canned and bottled pro- 
visions, mostly vegetable products (+Rs.12 lakhs), and 
motor cars (+Ks.11 lakhs), while decreases were noticeable 
under silk manufactures (—Rs.12 lakhs) and betel nuts 
(—Rs.16 lakhs). 

Exports of food, drink and tobacco in August, as com- 
pared with the corresponding month of last year, increased 
by Rs.70 lakhs to Rs.7,85 lakhs, due to a rise of Rs.58 lakhs 
in exports of food-grains, chiefly rice and wheat. Exports 
of rice increased by 28,000 tons in quantity and by Ks.35 
lakhs in value, and those of wheat by 12,000 tons in 
quantity and by Rs.15 lakhs in value. Exports of tea 
declined in quantity by 3 million lbs., but showed an 
advance of Rs.1 Jakh in value. Raw materials and produce 
exported rose by Ks.1,08 lakhs to Ks.10,21 lakhs, chiefly 
owing to large increases under groundnuts Ks.57 lakhs, raw 
jute Rs.28 lakhs, and raw wool Rs.17 lakhs. Exports of lac 
declined in quantity by 14,000 cwts., but increased in value 
by Rs.19 lakhs. The exports of raw cotton, on the other 
hand, fell from 37,000 tons valued at Ks.3,95 lakhs to 
36,000 tons valued at Rs.3,61 lakhs. Of the total shipments 
Japan took 14,000 tons, or 39 per cent., China 5,000 tons, 
Germany 4,000 tons, France and Belgium 3,000 tons each, 
and the United Kingdom 2,500 tons, the remainder going 
mainly to Italy and Spain. Raw hides also rose by Rs.8 
lakhs. Exports of raw jute advanced by 14,000 tons in 
quantity and by Rs.28 lakhs in value. Manufactured goods 
decreased by Rs.1,05 lakhs to Rs.8,04 lakhs. The ship- 
ments of gunny bags, which amounted to 51 millions 
valued at Rs.2,82 lakhs in August, 1927, showed a decrease 
of 7 millions in number and of Rs.58 lakhs in value as 
compared with August, 1926. The yardage of gunny cloth 
exported fell from 145 millions to 128 millions, while the 
value decreased by Rs.27 lakhs to Rs.2,45 lakhs. Exports 
of tanned hides and skins increased by Rs.25 lakhs. 


TRADE witH ForREIGN COUNTRIES: SHIPPING. 


The share of the United Kingdom in imports stood at 
50 per cent. in the month under review, as in August of 
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last year, while her share in exports rose from 24 per cent. 


to 28 per cent. The shares of Germany, Japan and the 


United States in August, 1927, were 6, 5 and 10 per cent. 
respectively under imports and 7, 7 and 9 per cent. respec- 
tively under exports. 

The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargoes from and to foreign coun- 
tries and British Possessions during August amounted 
respectively to 637,000 and 590,000, as against 531,000 and 
641,000 in July, 1927, and 572,000 and 611,000 a year ago. 
During the five months ended August, 1927, the tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared with cargoes amounted respec- 
tively to 3,047,000 and 3,167,000 as compared with 2,791,000 
and 3,280,000 in the corresponding period of 1926. 





BRITISH MALAYA. 





RUBBER EXPORTS IN SEPTEMBER. 


The Malay States Information Agency in London has re- 
ceived an official telegram from Kuala Lumpur stating that 
the quantities of rubber from Malayan Restriction Areas on 
which export duty was paid during the month of September 


last was :— 





Area. Tons. Area. Tons. 








Federated Mala Kedah ... jx 1,373 
States ... te 9,828 Kelantan sen 487 
traits Settlements 2,036 Trengganu ve — 


Johore ne me 3,527 Total ao 17,390 

















All this rubber was exported at the minimum rate of 
duty. Export at excess rate nil. 

The official estimate of the balance of unutilised export 
credits carried forward to October was 23,425 tons, and 
credits issued in September covered 1,926 tons. 





CANADA. 





FOREIGN TRADE, 1926-27. 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, have pub- 
lished a Summary of the Trade of Canada during the twelve 
months ended 3lst August last, which shows that imports 
for consumption and Canadian exports during that period 
amounted in value to 1,066,926,580 dotlars and 1,246,925,399 
dols. as compared with 976,886,332 dols. and 1,323,180,712 
dols. respectively in the previous twelve months. The values 
of the main groups of trading commodities during the year 
under review are shown in the following table :— 














Group. Imports. Exports. 
Dols. Dols. 

Agricultural and _ vegetable 

products ‘ ie ...| 224,392,584 564,693,205 
Animal products 55,731,733 165,802,072 
Fibres and textiles 182,301,517 9,556,552 
Wood and paper 49,756,347 285,674,295 
Iron and its products ... 243,635,938 74,746,118 
Non-ferrous metals 56,426,321 83,099,199 
Non-metallic minerals ... 159,087,149 28,073,618 
Chemical products 32,770,715 17,593,513 











DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. 


British Empire countries supplied imports to the value of 
226,443,326 dols., of which the United Kingdom contributed 
173,456,412  dols. Other Empire countries included 
Australia 6,147,480 dols., British East Indies 14,034,541 dols., 
British Guiana 4,988,537 dols., British West Indies 14,361,780 
dols., and New Zealand 5,134,425 dols. The chief foreign 
contributors were the United States 705,286,354 dols., 
Argentina 4,992,134 dols., Belgium 10,143,327 dols., Cuba 
9,071,619 dols., France 25,646,733 dols., Germany 15,846,124 
dols., Japan 11,477,193 dols., Holland 7,945,072 dols., and 
Switzerland 9,083,245 dols. 

As regards exports, Empire countries absorbed 529 350,614 
dols., including the United Kingdom 435,543,304 dols., 
Australia 17,983,877 dols., British East Indies 13,813,701 
dols., British South Africa 9,107,945 dols., British West 
Indies 13,866,507 dols., New Zealand 12,733,822 dols., and 
Newfoundland 11,730,141 dols., while the largest foreign 
recipients were the United States 474,699,822 dols., Argen- 
tina 12,182,358 dols., Belgium 18,704,558 dols., Brazil 
6,666,079 dols., China 14,068,356 dols., Cuba 6,055,280 dols., 
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France 15,400,144 dols., Germany 34,061,196 dols., Japan 
30,772,605 dols., Holland 22,533,208 dols., Norway 5,610,983 
dols., and Sweden 3,406,661 dols. 


TRADE WITH UNITED KInGpoM AND Untrep STATES. 


The following table gives particulars of the trade of Canada 
with the United Kingdom and the United States during the 
year ended 31st August last :— 





United Kingdom. United States. 





Group. 
Imports. Exports. Imports. Exports. 








Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Agricultural and vege- 
table products 43, o08 663 |325,327,047 |101,442,992 | 59,677,868 
Animal sopduete ‘és 5,366,828 | 58,280,247 36,646,498 | 83,065,304 
Fibres and textiles 72, ty 841 1,270,246 | 64,734,027 4,331,144 


4,125,941 | 16,951,725 | 42,381,658 | 242,573,432 
16,264,832 8,854,204 {219,406,755 | 10,304,133 
5,789,400 | 14,706,831 | 46,230,891 | 39,864,741 
12,026,570 2,461,750 |128,156,343 | 16,429,141 
4,345,257 3,664,139 21,699,337 8,811,783 


Wood and paper “ 
Iron and its products. . 
Yon-ferrous metals .. 
fon-metallic minerals . 
hemical products 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 





CONDITIONS IN TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


The General Managers of the Standard Bank of South 
Africa supply the following information regarding trade 
conditions in the Union of South Africa :~— 

Business generally shows a further slight improvement, 
but the lack of rain is affecting the outlook unfavourably in 
many parts of the Cape Province and certain districts of 
other provinces. The position has recently been improved 
by good rains in parts of the Transvaal and the Free State 
and showers in the Eastern Cape and Natal, but more rain 
is urgently needed. 


GOLD AND DIAMONDS. 

The Transvaal gold output during September amounted 
o 842,118 fine ounces, valued at £3,577,090, as compared 
with 863,345 ounces and £3,667,256 in August. The de- 
crease was due to the shorter working month. The daily 





THE 


STANDARD BANK 


OF SOUTH AFRICA, unre 


BANKERS TO TH 
ee Government in South Africa and to the Governments of Northern 
Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and Tanganyika. 














AUTHORISED CAPITAL £10,000,000 
Subscribed Capital £8,916,660 
Paid-Up Capital ... - £2,229,165 
Reserve Fund oe wae .. £2,893,335 
Uncalled Capital ... ~ ...  £6,687,495 

£11,809,995 

wodshe seseoto's. see to 


Head Cffice : 
10, CLEMENTS LANE, LOMBARD STREET, and 
77, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 


London Wall Branch—63, LONDON WALL, E.C.2. 
West End Branch—9, Northumberland Avenue, W.C.2. 


New York Agency : 67, Wall Street. 
Hamburg Agency : Bank of British WestAfrica Ltd., 49-53, Schanenburger-str. 


Over 340 Branches, Sub-Sranches, and Agencies in South and East Africa, 


EXECUTORSHIPS AND TRUSTEESHIPS UNDERTAKEN. 
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COMMERCIAL SERVICE 


The Bank has over 340 Branches in Africa, and Agents and 
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Trade and Industrial conditions is maintained, with special 

attention to Commercial and Credit Intelligence. This service is 

available to a Importers, and others wishing to develop 

trade between South and East Africa, the United States of 
America and the Continent of Europe. 
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BERTRAM LOWNDES, London Manager. 
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average rose from 31,976 ounces to 32,389 ounces. The 
supply of native labour improved from 184,379 to 186,413. 
Diamonds exported in September, excluding the Premier 
Mine and South-West Africa, totalled 209,370 carats, valued 
at £637,585. The alluvial output in the Western Transvaal 
during August amounted to 193,800 carats, valued at 
£470,473. The market is unchanged for best quality stones, 
but prices for the lower qualities have fallen through over- 
production. The Premier Diamond Mine announces that 
its output will be withheld from the market for six months 
ending 3lst December, their quota being added to De Beers. 
Railway earnings continue to improve. Those from 10th 
September to 8th October were £2,017,959, or £117,959 
above the estimate. The total earnings from Ist April to 
8th October were £13,023,019, or £45,972 above the estimate. 


Commopity MARKETs. 

Local maize prices are practically unchanged on the 
month. Stocks are firmly held at above the overseas parity 
and the volume of business is limited. Exports during the 
month ended Ist October were about 540,000 bags of maize 
and 270,000 bags of maize meal, out of an estimated export- 
able surplus of 7,000,000 bags. 

Exports of sugar during the present season are fixed at 
25 per cent. of production, or about 60,000 tons, of which 
36,000 tons were exported up to Ist October. 

The demand for wattle bark remains good. Supplies are 
limited and prices are high. No extract is being offered. 

Wool is now arriving very freely, as many farmers are 
clipping unusually early. Prices are rather easier, especially 
for average qualities, and are more in accordance with over- 
seas values. The demand for mohair has widened and com- 
petition is general for superior winter hair at 20d. There 
is a better demand for Basuto hair, and considerable quan- 
tities have been sold at 19d. for super and 18d. to 184d. 
for average. Hides and sheepskins are about unchanged 
on the month. Goatskins are slightly easier. The market 
for ostrich feathers is unchanged. 

The building and allied trades remain very active. 
Prospects for the footwear industry are better. The mining 
material market remains somewhat quiet. Business in 
agricultural machinery is dull, but. there is a good demand 
for fencing materials in the Western Province and Natal. 
Soft goods business shows a slight seasonal improvement, 
but is still rather quiet. 


TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 





FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-JUNE. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Nairobi reports that during 
the first half of the current year trade imports (excluding 
bullion and specie) and domestic exports amounted in value 
to £1,691,317 and £1,270,934 as against £1,565,014 and 
£1,130,410 in the first six months of 1926. Great Britain 
supplied £585,214, or 35 per cent. of the imports; India, 
£243,649 (14 per cent.); Germany, £178,947 (11 per cent.); 
Holland, £150,224 (9 per cent.); and Japan, £118,175 (7 per 
cent.). 

The chief domestic exports were cotton, 26,168 centals * 
(32,234 centals in the same period of 1926); coffee, 39,973 
cwts. (35,260 cwts.); sisal, 14,851 tons (9,885 tons); and 
hides and skins, 20,817 cwts. (20,011 cwts.). 

* Centals of 100 lbs. 





EUROPE. 





CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER. 


The Acting British Commercial Secretary at Prague reports 
that during September last imports into and exports from 
Czechoslovakia were provisionally valued at 1,524,144,000 
Czech crowns and 1,939,463,000 crs., while during the first 
nine months of the current year the respective totals were 
11,967,485,000 crs. and 13,696,683,000 crs. The trade baiance 
for September last was in favour of Czechoslovakia to the 
extent of 415,319,000 crs. as against 115,874,000 crs. in 
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September, 1926, while the favourable balance for the nine 
months ended 30th September, 1927 and 1926, totalled, 
respectively, 1,729,198,000 crs. and 1,125,721,000 crs. 

The following table shows the values of the chief groups 
of imports and exports during September last and the first 
nine months of the current year :— 





September, 1927. | Jan.—Sept., 1927. 




















Group. 
| Imports. | Exports. | Imports. | Exports. 
Thou. crs. Thou. crs. 
Live animals —_ 54,749 5,494 | 451,868 35,345 
Foodstuffs and 
beverages 280,891 192,735 |2,561,901 | 1,765,174 
Raw materials 660,736 319,820 |5,748,647 | 2,635,167 


Finished goods 
Precious metals and 
coins ils ions 1,354 525 7,134 | 10,291 


526,414 {1,420,889 |3,197,935 | 9,250,706 

















DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. 


The following table shows the shares of the principal 
trading countries during September last :— 
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cent. of the total exports); next in order came timber and 
wood manufactures with 286-3 million E.mks. (26:3 per 
cent.), and textiles with 170-1 million E.mks. (15°6 per cent.), 

Among the recipients of Estonian goods the United King- 
dom held the first place with 386 million E.mks, (25°5 per 
cent. of the total), mainly comprising dairy produce, timber 
and flax; next came Germany, 381°6 million E.mks. (25-1 
per cent.); Finland, 55°9 million E.mks. (5-1 per cent.); and 
Latvia, 53°6 million E.mks. (4-9 per cent.). 





—_ 


ITALY. 





FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-AUGUST. 


The Business and Financial Report of the Association of 
Italian Corporations, Rome, states that imports into and 
exports from Italy during the first eight months of the 
current year amounted to 14,533-5 million lire and 10,212-5 
million lire as compared with 18,296-4 million lire and 
11,499-4 million lire respectively for the corresponding 
period of 1926. The trade figures for the first eight months 
of 1927 and 1926 are shown in the following table :— 

















Imports. Exports. 
Month. 
1927. 1926. 1927. 1926. 
| Million lire. Million lire. 
January ... ..-| 2,046°8 1,947°8 1,177°4 1,142°0 
February ... ---| 1,961°7 2,241°3 1,340°4 1,391°3 
March oe .--| 2,161°6 2,417°1 1,410°8 1,471°6 
April “a 1,920°3 2,459°6 1,336°3 1,426°6 
May nem ool 2,eee4 2,473°2 1,286°4 1,346°4 
June aie .-| 1,905°5 2,720°6 1,418°4 1,697°3 
July o-| 1,467°3 2,044°3 1,047°0 1,329°9 
August* 1,241°1 1,992°4 1,092°0 1,694°2 
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* The figures for August are provisional only. 
These figures confirm the trend observable throughout the 
year, i.e.., a decline in imports considerably in excess of the 
moderate fall in exports, and therefore a distinct improve- 








Country. Imports. Exports. 
Thou. crs. Thou. ers. 
Germany 574,392 534,172 
Austria ' ee _ ~ 149,636 325,677 
Hungary _ sak jain - 98,359 174,025 
Great Britain baits ale ‘on 90,406 136,416 
United States — _ nai 88,199 101,201 
Roumania .... os inn site 49,081 91,151 
Jugo-Slavia .. 32,002 100,828 
Poland ‘ 62,831 60,952 
Switzerland ... 43,199 44,056 
France 61,320 25,768 
Italy ... 36,973 41,091 
Sweden . 29,321 28,455 
British India ... 26,146 23,207 
Holland ; il iis sis 19,903 28,896 
Turkey aia _ — ne 27,935 17,229 
Egypt... ies = — - 13,443 23,454 
Belgium ies ies a ise 25,525 11,162 
Denmark _ le ian lt 1,795 27,171 
Bulgaria as _ vn bis 6,130 19,599 
Soviet Union... — _ _ 9,926 14,024 
Argentina .... noe sd _ 7,828 11,982 














ESTONIA. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN AUGUST. 


The Estonian Legation in London reports that a further 
improvement of the balance of foreign trade is revealed by 
the figures for August last. Imports were valued at 873-2 
mi'lion Estonian marks, and exports at 1,088-7 million 
E.mks., thus showing a balance in favour of the country 
amounting to 215-5 million E.mks. For the first eight 
months of the current year imports and exports amounted 
to 6,032-2 million E.mks. and 6,253°7 million E.mks. re- 
spectively. 

Import figures remained on about the same level as the 
corresponding period of 1926, while exports increased in 
value by 127-9 million E.mks., mainly on account of larger 
quantities of butter, timber, textiles and flax exported. In 
the imports various foodstuffs, leather, wooden articles and 
paper goods show a decline, but, on the other hand, in- 
creased quantities of cotton, textiles, fertilisers and metal 
goods have been imported. 

The imports consisted mainly of various foodstuffs, value 
113-2 million E.mks. (13 per cent. of the total); textiles, 
99°1 million E.mks. (11:4 per cent); cereals, 93:2 million 
E.mks. (10-7 per cent.); raw cotton, 88:4 million E.mks. 
(10°1 per cent.); various machinery, 71:3 million E.mks. 
(8-2 per cent.); fertilisers, 65:3 million E.mks. (7°5 per cent.); 
and oils and fats, 58°8 million E.mks. (6-7 per cent.). 

Among the contributors Germany held the first place with 
208°3 million E.mks. (23°9 per cent.) of the total, and the 
United Kingdom came next with 166-8 million E.mks. (19:1 
per cent.). Compared with the corresponding period of 
1926 the share of the United Kingdom in imports rose from 
11:8 per cent. to 191 per cent.; other contributors were the 
United States, 117°3 million E.mks. (13-4 per cent.); Sweden, 
65 million E.mks. (7-4 per cent.); and the Soviet Union, 
6§2°8 million E.mks. (7-2 per cent.). 

The main items of exports during the month under review 
consisted of butter, value 4088 million E.mks. (37-6 per 





ment in Italy’s favour of the trade balance, which shows a 
deficit for the eight months under review of 4,321 million 
lire as against one of 6,797 million lire for the corresponding 
period of 1926. . 

The extent to which the decline in the value of exports 
was due to the fall in prices rather than to the smaller 
volume of goods handled may be gauged by the following 
percentage figures for quantity and value of leading export 
items for the first seven months of 1927 as compared with 
the corresponding period of 1926 :— 

















/— tity; Value ‘ Quantity} Value 
Exports, nen ar cent Exports, 
‘ ont. ,. : o~ | per cent.| per cent. 
Jan.-July, 1927-| CF 'y996. | of 1926. | J42-—Tuly, 1927.) oF y926."| of 1926. 
Preserved meats| 107°2 103°5 Cotton yarns ..| 150°0 102°5 
Eegs - < 87°7 80°4 Cotton textiles .. 94°0 71°3 
Cheese .. < 101°1 100°9 Woollen cloth .. 83°6 66°7 
Candied fruits, Raw silk - 76°5 67°1 
jams,etc. .. 78°6 63°1 Artificial silk ..| 161°9 139°6 
ce _ e° 122°0 101°8 All-silk cloth .. 114°1 110°0 
Fresh vegetables} 116°1 5° Mixed silk cloth} 158°6 268°3 
mons... ce 120°6 116°5 Automobiles .. 105°8 102°3 
Dried fruit 86°6 76°1 Sulphur — --| 119°3 132°6 
Almonds .-| 108°1 83°8 Raw kid and 
Tomato paste .. 97°4 94°2 lamb skins .. 95°4 89°7 
Oil cake .. | 16671 136°6 | Kid gloves --| 113°3 100°3 
Olive oil.. --| 205.7 217°5 | Rubbertyres ..| 1066 74°8 
Hemp, raw and Felt hats “ 78°0 70°2 
carded --| 161°6 95°7 Straw hats --| 114°4 103°9 
Hempen yarns..| 100°7 87°7 Hay + --| 246°5 351°6 














The recently established Central Institute of Statistics 
have been making some important studies on the compara- 
bility of pre and post war trade statistics, with a view to 
ascertaining the relative importance of Italy’s trade deficit 
in the two periods. The result of these studies is shown in 
the following figures for the pre-war average 1910-13 and for 
1926 :— 





Returns. | Corrected figures. Deficit. aul 


Paper lire. old lire. A ! 
Year. dicetttieatan . ol alate inte sinned: 1 8 _ \Corrected | Lire at 

| | & ag ' figures, (pre -war 
Imports.| Exports. Imports. Exports. -atrrns | Gold lire, value. 








— 





———_— 


| Million lire. 


1910-18 ..| 3,496; 2,298; 38,496 | 2,528 1,198 | 968 968 
1926 --| 25,871 18,671 | 5,171 4,234 7,200 937 716 


| 
{ i 





In calculating the figure for lire at pre-war value the 
reduced purchasing power of gold has been taken into con- 
sideration. Commenting on the deficit for 1926, the Statis- 
tical Institute points out that it was largely due te the fact 
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that the prices of the goods which Italy imports have risen 
jn a ratio considerably higher than that of the goods she 
exports. 
DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. 
The following table shows the balance of trade between 
Italy and her leading markets in the first half of the current 
year as compared with the corresponding period of 1926 :— 

















Imports. Exports. 
Country. 
1927. | 1926. 1927. 1926. 
| 
Million lire. 

Austria ... nae ree 302°2 340°1 265°1 248°9 
Czechoslovakia ... vn 159°6 170°4 113°8 94°2 
France ... son _ 938°7 | 1,113°8 604°2 | 1,088°1 
Germany _ .--| 1,082°9 | 1,487°2 | 1,140°5 835°0 
Great Britain ... ...| 1,053°5 | 1,332°9 827°4 837°9 
Jugo-Slavia non — 367°1 594-0 162°4 183°1 
Switzerland ion a 275°4 332°2 683°2 699°5 
British India ... ans 635°2 | 1,014°1 221°8 172-2 
Argentina - hie 666°5 856°6 455°2 516°5 
United States ... ..-| 2,442°1 | 3,040°3 811°0 774°0 
Kgypt ... be oie 137°4 ~— 189°2 as 

















UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





ELECTRIC POWER AND LIGHT INDUSTRIES. 


The British Commercial Counsellor and the British Com- 
mercial Secretary at Washington, in the course of their 
Keport on Economic Conditions in the United States (H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 3s. net, 3s. 13d. post free), state 
that in the electric power and light industries, which are 
excellent barometers of general business conditions, the 
most remarkable features of the past few years have been 
a rapid expansion in the production of current and a very 
large increase in the number of consumers. Expansion 
in the use of electricity for household purposes is _par- 
ticularly notable, while its employment is also being 
enlarged in agricultural and manufacturing industries, 
where it is gradually displacing steam equipment. Figures 
published by the light and power companies show an 
increase in the total number of users of electric current 
from 18 million in 1925 to 193 million in 1926, and the 
strongest efforts are at present being made to add to the 
numbér at a still more rapid pace. 

Output of electric power in 1926 was estimated at 73,582 
million kilowatt hours—nearly 100 per cent. larger than 
the 1919 output and comparing with 65,652 million kilo- 
watt hours in 1925. During the first part of the present 
year production has kept up at a daily average much 
larger than that of the same period in 1926, and it is 
believed probable that the total for the twelve months 
ending 3lst December next will exceed 80,000 million 
k.w.h. Gross sales revenues of the producing companies 
were excellent last year and the first quarter of the current 
year. Net earnings have been growing at a pace even more 
rapid than gross receipts, giving evidence of an exceedingly 
high degree of producing and distributing efficiency, 
attained as the combined result of several factors, including 
the widely extended use of electric energy, the continued 
concentration of the industry in the hands of powerful cor- 
porations and a progressively increasing inter-connection of 
producing plants, which enables the load to be more 
economically distributed. In 1926 it took 1-9 lbs. of coal on 
an average to produce 1 kilowatt hour of electricity, as 
against more than 3 Ibs. in 1919. These. and other 
economies are responsible for a steady reduction in the cost 
of electric current to consumers, and it is interesting to 
observe that the average rate now charged for electric cur- 
rent for lighting puposes is a little over 7 cents per k.w.h. 
in the country as a whole. The charge for electric current 
for power purposes is much lower than the rate for lighting, 
and its favourable level is attracting an impressive volume 
of new business. In 1913 the current used for power was 
57 per cent. greater than that used for lighting. In 1926 
it was estimated to be 135 per cent. more. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





AVERAGE WERFKLY WAGES. 


Wages in electricity plants, as indicated ‘by average 
weekly earnings, were 118 per cent. higher in actual dollars 
and cents in January, 1927, than in 1914, and if the increase 
in the cost of living be allowed for they were 31 per cent. 
higher. The composite average weekly earnings for all 
wage earners amounted in January last to 32-04 dols., the 
highest paid being the skilled workers engaged on inside 
production, who averaged 35-51 dols. weekly, and the 
lcwest paid being unskilled outdoor workers, who averaged 
21:50 dols. weekly, according to the calculations of the 
National Industrial Conference Board. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





ARGENTINA. 





BALANCE OF TRADE, JANUARY-JUNE. 


The ‘‘ Monthly Review ”’ of the Bank of London and South 
America, Ltd., contains a statement concerning the foreign 
trade of Argentina during the first half of 1927 and 1926 
as under :— 














; | Jan.-June, Jan. -June, 
Particulars. | 1927. 1926. 
| Gold dols. 
Imports | 394,247,766 427,299,234 
Exports | 563,902,469 446,465,215 
Total ... ...  ...| 958,150,235 | 873,764,449 





Favourable trade balance ...| 169,654,703 19,165,981 











It is considered that in view of the large quantity of pro- 
duce which even at this late season of the year remains to 
be shipped, and the normal state of the import market, it 
is reasonable to hope that 1927 will close with this favour- 
able balance well maintained. There was no falling off in 
general export, but rather a steady demand from both 
Europe and the United States for everything that Argentina 
produces. 


AREAS SOWN TO CEREALS. 


The first official forecast of the area sown this season to 
cereals and linseed is as follows :—Wheat, 7,870,000 hectares; 
linseed, 2,720,000 hectares; oats, 1,270,000 hectares; barley, 
460,000 hectares; rye, 290,000 hectares; and birdseed, 38,000 
hectares. In all this is some 553,000 hectares more than was 
put under cultivation last year, but pending more certain 
knowledge as to the state of the crops this means little or 
nothing. Generally speaking, the agricultural position is 
regarded as reasonably satisfactory. 





URUGDAY. 





CHIEF IMPORTS IN FIRST HALF-YEAR. 


During the first half of the current year the rents col- 
lected by the Customs in respect of duties, etc., on imports 
amounted to 15,548,731 dols., states the ‘‘ Monthly Review ’”’ 
of the Bank of London and South America, Ltd. The follow- 
ing table shows the values of the chief imports during the 
first half of 1927 and 1926 :— 








a Jan.—June, | Jan.—June, 

J: 1927. 1926. 

Dols. Dols. 
Motor spirit sin ‘ine ..»| 3,248,000 1,942,600 
Coal... = ..«| 2,701,400 1,736,300 
Motor cars and omnibuses ie ..-| 1,949,600 1,781,800 
Sugar, refined ; feta .--| 1,935,900 1,974,500 
Fuel oil Sieg ae Ps ..-| 1,409,700 1,243,000 
Potatoes tae add hd we 905,600 847,200 
Olive oil dee via iad 873,100 992,900 
Timber (pine) .. ane ‘bi 805,500 683,500 
Motor car tyres and tubes sie oe 755,700 504,400 
Yerba mate , sei al 750,300 820,900 
Hessians We ive wie sad 596,600 315,500 
Lubricating oil a wide ona 540,500 369,300 
Iron (in bars, etc.) ... ies wind 534,500 547,100 
Iron (general)... or eee ose 524,800 174,800 
Paraffin ees neil —_ owt 457,500 687,700 
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Shipping. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 








LLOYD’S REGISTER OF SHIPPING REPORT 
FOR 1926-27. 


The serious effect which the unfortunate coal dispute had 
upon the output of the shipbuilding and engineering estab- 
lishments of Great Britain and Ireland is necessarily re- 
flected in the Society’s operations for the year ended 30th 
June, 1927, state Lloyd’s in their Annual Report, issued 
yesterday. 

As was to be expected, the number and tonnage of vessels 
which were assigned the Society’s classification during the 
period under review show a considerable falling off as com- 
pared with the figures for the previous twelve months. The 
vessels classed were 323 in number and of a gross tonnage 
of 978,146. 

While the vessels completed during the year were so much 
fewer, however, those which have been ordered and which 
are now in course of construction show a substantial in- 
crease. The plans passed by the Committee during 1926-27 
represent 490 new vessels of 1,831,920 tons gross. These 
figures are not only considerably higher than the corre- 
sponding ones for the preceding year, but are the highest 
recorded since 1920. Of this projected tonnage, 1,210,800 
tons (66-1 per cent.) are to be built in Great Britain and 
freland and 621,120 tons (33-9 per cent.) in other countries. 


Past YEAR’s CONSTRUCTION. 

With regard to the 323 vessels which have been con- 
structed under survey during the past year, it is interesting 
to note the countries wherein the majority have been built, 
viz. :— 




















Country. Vessels. — Country. | Vessels. a 
Great Britain and Denmark 9 31,438 
Ireland - 189 553,101] France .. 11 30,048 
Italy - = 18 128,141} Japan 10 28,866 
Holland .. ¥e 29 70,967} Sweden .. 9 22,784 
United States .. 23 49,159; Spain 4 13,648 
Germany. . ” 7 44,984 




















The principal countries in which the vessels are owned are 
as follows :— 





— 

















Country. | Vessels. — | Country. | Vessels. — 

Great Britain and Germany 5 23,407 

Irelan ‘ 150 507,661} France .. 7 17,644 
Italy - vs 15 123,942} Demark.. 4 17,528 
Holland .. a 21 60,147} Danzig .. 2 17,488 
United States .. 22 49,719} Jugo-Slavia 3 16,308 
Norway .. - 12 47,535) Spain 4 13,648 
Japan _.. - 10 28,866; Sweden.. 5 9,285 
British Dominions 37 25,631 























At the end of June last merchant vessels afloat holding 
the Society’s classification amounted to 29,528,629 tons, the 
highest figure which has hitherto been recorded. In addi- 
tion to this tonnage, at the end of June there were under 
construction throughout the world to the Society’s classifica- 
tion 409 vessels of 2,016,897 tons. The aggregate of shipping 
therefore which at that date held, or was intended to hold, 
the classification of Lloyd’s Register amounted to 9,953 
vessels of over 314 million tons gross. 

Of the 2,016,897 tons referred to as being under construc- 
tion at the end of June to the Society’s classification, 
1,287,913 tons were being built in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and it is satisfactory to report that the last-mentioned figure 
constituted nearly 93 per cent. of the total tonnage under 
construction at home. Among the foregoing figures of 
vessels built during the past twelve months, 13, including 
two motorships, are each of over 10,000 tons gross. 

BUILDING SYSTEMS. 

The Isherwood longitudinal framing system of construc- 
tion has been adopted in the cases of 20 new vessels built 
under the Society’s Special Survey of a total tonnage of 
121,168. Of these vessels, 17, of 109,423 tons, are intended 
for carrying oil in bulk. 

Eighteen vessels of 84,894 tons gross were constructed on 
the combined longitudinal and transverse system, and in- 
cluded in these figures are 15 vessels of 59,555 tons which 
are also intended for carrying oil in bulk. 

During the past year there has been an increased demand 
for oil vessels to be built on the ‘‘ Bracketless System,’’ a 
modification of the well-known Isherwood longitudinal 
system of construction. Up to the present five oil tankers, 
one of which is over 12,000 tons gross, built on this system 
to the Society’s classification, have been completed, and so 
far have proved to be satisfactory. Further, 24 other vessels 
of this type, aggregating about 200,000 tons gross, are now 
being constructed under the Society’s Special Survey in the 
United Kingdom and other countries. 


SHIPPING—Continued. 





Orn CARRIERS. 


Notwithstanding the setback experienced by the ship- 
building industry last year, the new oil carrying tonnage is 
considerable. Excluding those vessels of less than 1,000 
tons, the number intended for carrying oil in bulk, to which 
the Committee have assigned classes during the period 
under review, totals 30 vessels of 173,227 tons gross. This 
figure represents 17-7 per cent. of the total tonnage classed 
during the year. 

STEAM TURBINES: OIL FUEL. 


The number of vessels in which steam turbines have been 
fitted during the year totals 15 of 168,557 tons gross. In 
two cases the turbines are associated with double reduction 
gearing and in the remainder with single. It may be men- 
tioned that of the 13 vessels of over 10,000 tons each, pre- 
viously referred to as having been constructed during the 
past twelve months, 10 are fitted with geared turbines of 
the single reduction type. 

Oil fuel installations have been fitted in 42 new vessels of 
275,889 tons gross, to which the Committee have assigned 
classes during the year, and the appended table, setting 
forth the amount of tonnage, as recorded in the Register 
Book for the years mentioned, either originally fitted, or 
subsequently converted for burning oil fuel, gives an indi- 
cation of the extent to which oil is used as fuel :— 





Steamers fitted for burning Oil Fuel. | Steamers fitted for burning Oil Fuel. 





Gross tons. Gross tons. 

July, 1914... ‘a 1,310,209 July, 1923 .. --| 15,792,418 

- kn July, 1924 .. Ls 17,154,072 

July, 1919 .. ea 5,336,678 July, 1925 .. Pe 17,804,122 

July, 1920 .. af 9,359,334 July, 1926 .. 18,243,539 

July, 1921  .. oe 12,796,635 July, 1927 .. 18,481,759 
July, 1922... ’ 14,464,162 














It should be borne in mind, however, that the above 
figures do not necessarily refer to vessels which are actually 
using oil as fuel, but merely to those fitted with installa- 
tions for burning oil in the boiler furnaces. A number of 
these installations can readily be replaced on occasion by 
coal-burning fittings should any shortage in the supply of 
oil occur, or its cost, compared with coal, render this course 
desirable. 

MorTorsHIPs. 


The Committee again have to report a large number of 
new molorships constructed under survey which have been 
fitted with oil engines. Of the 92 vessels of 392,939 tons 
gross thus fitted, which have been completed during the 
year to the Society’s classification, 29, of 113,770 tons, have 
been buiit in Great Britain and Ireland. 

These vessels are owned as follow:—Great Britain and 
Irdland, 22 vessels of 105,535 tons; British Dominions, 
7 vessels of 8,388 tons; and other countries, 63 vessels of 
279,016 tons. Forty-six are each over 5,000 tons, aggregating 
329,889 tons gross. 

At the end of June last there were recorded in the Society’s 
Register Book 548 motorships of 2,610,705 tons, either 
actually classed by the Society or completing under Special 
Survey for the Society’s class. 





CASUALTY RETURNS FOR SEPTEMBER. 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 
following summary of the number, total gross tonnage and 
nationality of steam and motor vessels of 500 tons and up- 
wards lost posted in the loss book during the month of 
September, in the undermentioned years :— 



























































1927, 1926. | 1925. 
NATIONALITY. mo! ero PAT CieiatcaRer SEGRE ined Greunel 
No. | Gr. Tns. | No. | Gr. Tns. | No. Gr. Tns. 
ian pet |— 
BRITISH ... ...| 2/| 6,525 2/ 5,992] 3 | 6,840 
FOREIGN— | | 
America ... | — —_ ij— — I 538 
Belgium ... | — — (= — —_—i -— 
Denmark... ot a 1422 | — — —_—_;,— 
France... eo] — ~~ ] 4901i;—;-— 
Germany ... | — — — — —_—_j; — 
Greece... | — — |_— — —_j; — 
Holland ... oof 2] 9,114) — — 1 2,576 
Italy wee Cie” | | 1) 4,580; 1)| 2,162 
Japan... «| 1} 3,0386/—| — 4 4,236 
Norway ... woe) — —_ |— — —_j — 
Spain... ..| 1] 5674) 3/ 6058|;/—/| — 
Sweden ...  ...| — — 2; 3429;—{; — 
Other countries oo 1 908 | — — l | 684 
Totals ... “| 9 | 28,196 | 9 | 23,960 | 11 ' 17,036 
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SHIPPING—Continued. 





GERMANY. 


SHIPPING TRAFFIC AT HAMBURG IN 
SEPTEMBER. 


(From the British Consul-General. ) 
HAMBURG. 


There was an increase in the total tonnage entered and 
cleared at Hamburg in September as compared with August, 
which was mainly accounted for by a rise of over 60,000 tons 
entered and of approximately 100,000 tons cleared with 
cargo. 

British shipping in the month under review amounted 
to 200 vessels of 375,034 tons entered and 207 of 383,518 tons 
cleared, as compared with 204 vessels of 352,616 tons entered 
and 211 of 369,549 tons cleared in August. German tonnage 
totalled 710,018 entered against 764,310 tons in August, and 
748,491 cleared against 749,032 tons. 

NotE.—Enquiries regarding shipping and_ transport 
matters should be made at the City Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


-_ 
——— 





Crops. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 








CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per cwt 
of 112 Imperial pounds* as received from the Inspectors of Corn 
Returns in the week ended 22nd October, 1927, pursuant to 
the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 





| Average Price per cwt. 





























Period. : 
Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
a & s. d. s. d. 
Week ended 22nd Oct., 1927 ...| 10 7 14 1 9 4 
Corresponding week in— | 
1923 ... soe eee --| 9 O | 10 6 8 7 
1924 ... _ nee | 13 0 | 17 8 10 7 
1925 ... one one um aa 2S) aes 9 1 
1926 ... Wee owe a BST nH $s 8 0 


——$ 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 
and price seach sort of British Corn shall be computed with reference to the 
hundredweight of one hundred and twelve Imperial standard pounds. 





TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 





COTTON AND GROUNDNUTS FOR EXPORT. 


The Director of the Department of Agriculture, Dar-es- 
Salaam, reports that the estimates of the cotton and 
groundnut crops produced in the Territory for export during 
927 are respectively 16,650 bales and 13,300 tons. The 
reduction in cotton as compared with last year (24,280 bales) 
is due to decreased plantings following low market prices 
in 1926. 





FORMOSA. 





RICE PRODUCTION IN 1927. 


(From the British Consul. ) 
TAMSUI. 


The final and official statistics for the Formosan first rice 
crop of 1927 place the total production at 16,151,823 bushels, 
an increase of 14-9 per cent. over the 1926 crop and of 11-4 
per cent. as compared with the average of the first crops for 
the preceding five years. 

The yield of Formosan native rice was 11,347,329 bushels, 
and that of ‘‘Horai,’’ or Japanese species, 4,804,494 
bushels. In the latter case there was a decrease in produc- 
tion of 1,097,550 bushels as compared with 1926, as the 
liability of this new rice to disease has discouraged farmers 
from planting it. 

The total area planted was 638,661 acres, of which native 
Formosan rice covered 449,772 acres and ‘‘ Horai’’ rice 
188,989 acres. The average yield per acre was 25-44 bushels. 





Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








BRITISH INDIA. 





CUSTOMS DUTY ON COTTON YARN. 


In connection with the notice published in the ‘‘ Jour- 
nal’’ of 6th October (page 368) regarding the proposed 
modification of the Customs duty on cotton yarn imported 
into British India, it should be noted that the measure has 
now been embodied in an Act (No. 23 of 1927), entitled 
the Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Act, 1927, 
which received the assent of the Governor-General on 22nd 
September and was published in the ‘‘ Gazette of India ’’ 
of 24th September. Under this Act, the duty applicable to 
cotton twist and yarn, and cotton sewing or darning 
thread, will, until 3lst March, 1930, be 5 per cent. ad 
valorem or 14 annas per pound, whichever is higher. 





EXEMPTION FROM DUTY OF CERTAIN 
MACHINERY AND MILL STORES. 


Notices have been published in the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 13th 
October and 29th September (pages 393 and 345-6 respec- 
tively) respecting the proposed exemption from duty of 
certain machinery and mill stores imported into British 
India, and it should be noted that the Bill for that purpose, 
introduced into the Indian Legislative Assembly on 18th 
August last, received the assent of the Governor-General on 
22nd September and was promulgated for general informa- 
tion in the ‘‘ Gazette of India ”’ of the 24th September as the 
Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1927 (Act No. 24 of 1927) 
and became operative as from ist October, 1927. 

This Act is identical with the Bill, particulars of which 
have already been set out in the above - mentioned 
** Journal ’’ notices, except that certain additional articles 
have been excluded from duty-free entry under the new 
Tariff item No. 18C. For convenience of reference, the 
amended text of this new item, No. 18C, as contained in the 
Act, is reprinted below :— 


18C.—PRINTING AND LITHOGRAPHIC MATERIAL, namely: 
Presses, aluminium lithographic plates, composing sticks, chases, 
imposing tables, lithographic stones, stereo-blocks, wood blocks, 
half-tone blocks, electrotype blocks, roller moulds, roller frames 
and stocks, roller composition, standing screw and hot presses, 
perforating machines, gold blocking presses, galley presses, proof 
presses, arming presses, copper plate printing presses, rolling 
presses, ruling machines, ruling pen making machines, lead and 
rule cutters, type casting machines, type setting and casting 
machines, rule bending machines, rule mitreing machines, 
bronzing machines, stereotyping apparatus, paper folding 
machines, and paging machines, but excluding ink and paper. 


The effect of the amendments which have been incor- 
porated in this part of the Schedule to the Act is that the 
following printing material, namely, type, leads, brass rules, 
wooden and metal quoins, shooting-sticks and galleys and 
metal furniture, will continue to be dutiable at the rate of 
25 per cent. ad valorem as Tariff item No. 54. 

Artificial silk yarn and thread will be dutiable under the 
Act at the rate of 75 per cent. ad valorem as Tariff item 
No. 43A. 

The full text of the Act may be seen by persons interested 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Oid 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





MODIFICATION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
CERTAIN PAPER. 


In connection with previous notices published in the 
‘‘ Journal ’’ regarding the proposed modification of the 
Customs duties on certain printing and other papers im- 
ported into British India, it should be noted that the Bill 
in question received the assent of the Governor-General on 
2ist September and was published in the ‘‘ Gazette of 
India ’’ for 24th September as the Bamboo Paper Industry 
(Protection) Act, 1927. (Act No. 20 of 1927.) 

The text of the Act, which is operative up to the 3lst 
March, 1932, is reprinted bélow for convenience of refer- 
ence :— 

Short Title. 


1. This Act may be called the Bamboo Paper Industry 
(Protection) Act, 1927. 
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Amendment of Act VIII. of 1894. 


2. (1) In the Second Schedule to the Indian Tariff Act, 1891,* 
there shall be made the amendments specified in the Scheduie 
to this Act. 

(2) The amendments made by sub-section (1) shall have effect 
up to the 3lst day of March, 1932. 


Retrospective effect in certain cases. 

35. Printing paper (excluding chrome, marble, flint, poster 
and stereo), containing no mechanical wood pulp, on which a 
duty has been paid at 15 per cent. ad valorem under 
item No. 99 of Schedule II. to the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, 
between the 21st September, 1925, and the commencement of 
this Act, shail be deemed to have been liable to pay duty at 
one anna per pound under item No. 155 of that Schedule; and 
any deficiency between the duty which has been paid on such 
paper and the duty hereby made payable shall be deemed to 
be duty short-levied within the meaning of section 39 of the 
Sea Customs Act, 1878,t and that Act shall apply accordingly. 


Amendment of Act XXV. of 1925. 


4. The second item of the Schedule to the Bamboo Paper 
Industry (Protection) Act, 1925,§ is hereby repealed. 





THE SCHEDULE. 





AMENDMENTS TO BE MADE IN SCHEDULE II. TO THE INDIAN 
TarirF Act, 1894. 


(See section 2.) 


For Items Nos. 155 and 156, the following shall be substi- 
tuted, namely :— 





155 PRINTING PAPER (excluding chrome, 
marble, flint, poster and stereo), 
all sorts which contain no mechan- 
ical wood pulp or in which the 
mechanical wood pulp amounts 
to less than 65 per cent. of the 
fibre content ; - ~ Pourd | One anna. 

156 WRITING PAPER :— 

(a) Ruled or printed forms (includ- 
ing letter paper with printed 
headings) and account and manu- 
script books and the binding 




















thereof Pound | One anna or 15 
per cent. ad val- 
orem, whichever 
is higher. 

(6) Allothersorts.. - .. | Pound | One anna. 
* VIII. of 1894. + VILL. of 1894. 
~ VIII. of 1878. § XXV. of 1925. 





KENYA. 





IMPORTATION OF PLANTS, SEEDS, ETC.: 
REVISED REGULATIONS. 


The Kenya ‘‘ Official Gazette’’ for 6th September con- 
tains the text of the Diseases of Plants Prevention Amend- 
ment Rules, 1927, which supersede the previous regula- 
lions on the matter. These revised Rules are generally on 
the lines of those hitherto applicable, and require, inter 
alia, that all plants, seed and fruit, other than dried, canned 
or bottled fruits, imported into the Colony shall be subject 
to examination by an inspector. Any package or parcel 
containing any imported plant or seed is required to bear 
on the outside thereof a label giving particulars of the full 
name of the kind and variety and the place of origin of such 
plant or seed and the name and address of the nursery or 
person supplying such plant or seed. The new Regulations, 
the text of which can be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London S.W. 1, also specify certain kinds of 
plants and seeds, the importation of which is prohibited 
or subject to certain restrictions. 





MAURITIUS. 





GRADING OF TOBACCO FOR EXPORT. 


With reference to the notice published in the ‘‘ Journal ’ 
of 1lth August last (page 151) respecting the restrictions 
placed on the exportation of tobacco from the Colony, it 
should be noted the Mauritius ‘‘ Government Gazette Extra- 
ordinary ’’ for 28th June contains a notification drawing 
attention to the establishment of a Government Tobacco 
Warehouse and the text of Rules respecting the operation 
thereof. This Warehouse, which will be under the control 
of the Director of Agriculture assisted by an Advisory Com- 
mittee appointed by the Governor, has been established for 
the grading, conditioning, packing and export of tobacco 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Oontinued. 





leaf, and tobacco can be exported only when covered by a 
certificate that it has been graded and packed at this 
Government Warehouse. 

The text of these Rules may be seen by persons interested 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 





SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 





MODIFICATION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
CERTAIN COTTON PIECE-GOODS. 


Government Notice No. 473 of 2nd September, 1927, 
operative as from 17th August, 1927, increases the extent to 
which the Customs duties on certain cotton piece-goods 
imported into Southern Rhodesia are suspended, Inis 
Notice affects piece-goods, not being blanketing, of cotton 
which contain 50 per cent or more of that material, and 
its effect is to reduce in the case of such fabrics the free-on- 
beard price of which per yard does not exceed Ils. 3d., the 
duty from 124 to 10 per cent. ad valorem in respect of im- 
ports from foreign countries, and from 73 to 5 per cent. 
ad valorem in respect of imports from Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and other parts of the Empire. When the 
price exceeds ls. 3d. per yard, the duty on foreign imports 
has been equally reduced from 123 to 10 per cent. ad valorem, 
but the duties on imports of Empire origin will remain at 
9 per cent. ad valorem. 





REGULATIONS GOVERNING IMPORTATION 
AND SALE OF STOCK DIP. 

Government Notice No. 528, dated 23rd September, 1927, 
which has been issued under the “ Fertilisers, Farm Foods, 
Seeds and Pest Remedies Ordinance, 1914,’’ contains regula- 
tions for the sale of stock dips throughout the Colony of 
Southern Rhodesia. 

Stock dip is defined in the Regulations to mean any pest 
remedy sold or intended or offered for sale for external 
application in the destruction of parasites or prevention of 
parasitic infection of animals or in the cure or prevention of 
disease of animals. 

The Regulations require that every importer of a stock dip 
and every proprietor or manufacturer of a stock dip made in 
the Colony shall register such dip with the Department of 
Agriculture in the manner required in the Kegulations, and 
no person may sell or offer for sale any stock dip not so 
registered. 

The form of application for registration of a stock dip 
requires, inter alia, particulars as to its composition and 
specific mention of preventive or remedial properties claimed 
for such stock dip. 

The Regulations may be seen on application to the De- 
partment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
5. W. 1. 


os eS 


FOREIGN. 
GUATEMALA. 








RESTRICTIONS ON THE EXPORT OF MAIZE 
AND BEANS REMOVED. 


H.M. Representative at Guatemala has forwarded copy of 
a Decree, dated 17th September, which provides for the 
removal of the restrictions on the export of maize and beans 
from Guatemala. 





LATVIA. 





TEMPORARY IMPORTATION OF MOTOR CARS. 


4 


H.M. Representative at Riga has forwarded translation of 
an Order, dated 15th June, which lays down regulations for 
the temporary duty-free importation of motor cars into 
Latvia. 

The maximum Tariff duty provided for under Tariff 
No. 173 (1,400 or 2,000 lats) must be deposited at the 
Latvian Legations, Consulates, etc., in the country of export 
in respect of each car to be imported into Latvia. On pre 
sentation of a copy of the receipt for the deposited duties 
to the Latvian Customs Authorities, the motor car covered 
thereby will be allowed to enter Latvia and remain there for 
a period of two months. On re-exportation of the car 
within the prescribed period, the receipt will be endorsed 
by the Latvian Customs Authorities, and the deposit may be 
claimed against the endorsed receipt from the Latvian repre- 
sentative in the country of export. 

Translation of the Order may be seen by persons interested 
at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 
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BELGIUM. 








CERTAIN IMPORT DUTIES MODIFIED. 

The ‘‘ Moniteur Belge ”’ for 22nd October contains a Law 
and Decree dated 24th July and 19th October respectively, 
which introduce a few modifications in the Belgian Customs 
Tariff. Particulars of these alterations, which came into 
force on 25th October, are given below :— 








Import Duty (and co- 
efficient) under the 

‘Minimum ” Tariff. 

Tariff No. and Article. 





Former. New. 








Frs. Frs. 
37(a) Raw sponges PrO% a Poe PSO “em 
4: § - sie ais ad val, 6 ad val. 
273 Oilcakes for feeding " ” 
animals: of oleaginous 
seeds and fruits, and other 
ex 422 Black known as “ carbon 
black” intended _ exclu- 
sively for the industrial 
treatment of rubber 

New Note. — Duty - free 
admission is conditional 
upon the importer proving 
to the satisfaction of the 
Customs officers that this 
product is really intended 
for the purpose indicated. 
ex 448 Essential oil of clove, not 
containing alcoho] ... | 10% ad val. Free 
ex 493 Shapes (moules) of gold- 
beater’s skin for’ gold 
beaters - las _ ..| 15% ad val. 80 (10) 
1028 Traction engines, tractors 
and road rollers, driven 
by steam, petroleum, 

benzine, alcohol, etc.: 
(a) Motor traction engines, 
with explosion engine, 
imported with or with- 


3 or 2: Free 


10% ad val. Free 











out the engine i ad 10 (8) 120 (4) 
‘b) Other we es J 10 (8) Unchanged 
New Note. — Explosion 


engines and their detached 

and component parts im- 

norted separately and 

intended for any of the 
machines classed under 
this number are to be 
classed under No. 1100 (e). 
Other detached and com- 
ponent parts of = such 
engines (such as radiators, 
wheels, shafts, clutches, 
flywheels, axles, etc.) are 
also dutiable under No. 
1100(e) when they can be 
used in the construction 
of motor traction engines. 
1100fe) Component and detached 
parts of motor cars, not 
specified in the Tariff 

(including, inter alia, 

the engines, shafts, fly- 

wheels, clutches, gears, 
axles, carriers and steer- 
ing shafts, also their 
component and detached 
parts): 
1. Unworked (1). [formerly 
* Unfinished ’ rit Re! 
29 Worked (2) # [formerly 
‘ Finished ”’]: 

A. and B. Radiator: 
weighing 50 kilogs, or 
more, and wheels 
ne ~ ‘aaeee, or 


C. "Ties: 

I. Unspecified com- 
ponent or detached | 
parts, of sheet iron| 
or steel, even if com-! 
bined with common) 
—— 2s sists 160 
Cr articles os 

1] 160 G or {1 460 (5) 
20% ad val. | 15% ad val. 








12% ad val. | 12% ad val. 


160 (3°5) 160 (3°5) 











It. Ot 
er 1165(d) Knife Candies of ‘horn 








(1) New Note.—tI.e., “ unworked ” in the sense of General Note 3 
to Section XV. of the Tariff fi.e., articles rough from moulding, 
forging, stamping or beating, and not having received any further 
working |. 

(2) New Note.—t.e.. “ worked ” in the sense of General Note 3 to 
Section XV. of the Tariff fi.e., all articles which have been further 
worked on the surface. or any part thereof, have been changed 
in shape or have had their appearance improved]. 





CUBA. 





REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFF IN FORCE. 


H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Havana reports, by cable, that 
the new Cuban Customs Tariff has now been published, and 
came into operation on 26th October. 

Particulars of the new rates of duty are not yet available 
in the Board of Trade, but further information wilh be 
published in this ‘‘ Journal ”’ as soon as possible after the 
a of the copy of the Tariff, which has already been 

dispatched by H.M. Chargé d’Affaires. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIF¥ CHANGES—Continued. 
EGYPT. 


IMPORT TARIFF VALUATIONS: NON- 
FERROUS METALS. 


The following Tariff valuations have been fixed by the 
Egyptian Customs Authorities for the purpose of assessing 
the Customs duties on the undermentioned goods on im- 
portation into Egypt, with effect from 1st October to 30th 
November, 1927, or until denunciation : — 














;, Import 

Articles. Veluntions 

Milliemes 

per kilog. 
Copper and brass sheets, round and bottoms ... 72 
Copper sheets, plain : ove 70 
ee sheets in rolls, bar s, round and flat one 70 
Copper ingots ° ; eee eee eee 68 


Copper wire and brass wire 


\ wn 
Brass sheets, plain 24 48; 8 lb. to 5 lb. j ad valorem. 





Tin ingots and bars one - “0s 265 
Lead sheets ... one _ ned mn oe 27 
Lead shot... ses : aa rok cn] 28 
Lead pipe ... as _— ies wig ees 27 
Lead pig ses on vie ons or vee | 25 
Zinc sheets ... ye xia ‘oe = sea 32 
Zinc ingots ... _ “ one a $l 
Phosphor bronze sisi al 

Antimony = f ad a 
Quicksilver | 





N ICARAGUA. 





INSTITUTION OF A DRAWBACK SYSTEM. 

A recent Decree brings into operatién in Nicaragua a 
system under which the Customs and other duties paid on 
the import of raw materials will be refunded on the export 
of the products made from them. Such refunds will also 
be made in respect of receptacles and packings for exported 
goods, except in the case of sacks and cloth for making 
sacks. The formalities to be fulfilled on import and export 
in order to obtain these refunds are set out in a Decree, the 
text of which (in Spanish) may be seen at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





POLAND. 





EXCISE TAX ON MATCHES. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Warsaw 
reports that an Order, published in the Polish ‘‘ Journal of 
Laws’’ of 8th October and in force on that date, in- 
creased the Excise tax on matches imported into Poland 
from 1 grosz per packet of up to 65 matches to 5 grosz per 
packet of 60 matches. Travellers may import 2 packets of 
60 matches each per person free of Excise duty. 





SALVADOR. 


SALE OF PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS. 


The ‘‘ Diario Oficial ’’ (San Salvador) for 19th July con- 
tains the text of a new Pharmacy Law (Lev de Farmacias), 
dated 9th July. The Law regulates the exercise of chemists’ 
and pharmacists’ trade in the Republic and the importa- 
lion, registration and sale of pharmaceutical specialities 
(patent medicines). The new Law does not differ in prin- 
ciple from the Law of 10th June, 1920, which it supersedes, 
it still being necessary that all specialities must be regis- 
tered before they can be sold. 

Among the modifications introduced by the new Law the 
following may be mentioned :— 

All foreign pharmaceutical specialities must bear the 
name of a qualified Salvadorean pharmacist who will 
guarantee them. / 

All pharmaceutical specialities for internal use must! 
bear on the label the name of the substances to which 
they owe their therapeutic value, and also an indication 
of the method of application. 

Specialities for external use must have labels of an 
orange red colour. It is not necessary to specify the 
names of the ingredients. 

All labels, advertising matter, etc., must be in the 
Spanish language. 

The various fees charged in respect of pharmaceutical! 
specialities have been increased, the annual tax on foreign 
products now being 20 colones. The same sum is payable 
as licence duty and for analysis. 


¢ 
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SPAIN. 








PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Madrid 
reports, by telegraph, that the rate of surcharge for the 
period 20th to 3lst October in respect of import and export 
duties, Customs fines, etc., paid in Spanish silver coins or 
notes of the Bank of Spain has been fixed at 11°88 per cent. 

(The surcharge for the previous period was fixed at 10-61 
per cent.) 


Proposed Tariff Changes. 


ARGENTINA. 











PROPOSED INCREASED DUTIES. 

H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires has forwarded translation 
of a Bill presented to Congress by the Argentine Govern- 
ment to provide for the levy of increased Customs duties on 
certain imported goods. Particulars of the new measure, 
which is stated to be a revenue one without protectionist 
intentions, are given below :— 

1. The following goods, at present on the free list, are to 
be dutiable at 5 per cent. ad valorem, viz. :—Jute sacks, 
twine for sewing bags, binder twine, sand, stone, harrows, 
horse rakes, machines in general, engines or locomobiles 
and tractors, and spare parts for the same. 

2. It is proposed to withdraw the provision for the duty- 
free admission of spare parts for machinery, material for 
industrial establishments which work up raw materials of 
Argentine production, and material for the construction of 
tramways. Such goods would therefore revert to their 
normal classification and duty in the Tariff. 

3. The specific duty on petroleum spirit, gasoline, 
naphtha, benzine, and other similar products not specified 
in the Tariff (Tariff No. 3183) is to be increased from 1°5 
to 2 cts. per litre, that on natural or artificial petroleum 
for refining, without previous preparation of any kind, 
subject to a declaration of origin (Tariff No. 45) from $ ct. 
to 1 ct. per kilog., and that on vegetable oils, in general, 
from 5 cts. to 8 cts. per kilog. 5 

4. The duty on motor cars, accessories and spare parts 
therefor is to be increased from 25 per cent. to 30 per cent. 
ad valorem. (The general surtax of 7 per cent. ad valorem 
should be added to both the rates quoted.) 





DENMARK. 





PROPOSED RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTATION 
OF LEATHER, ETC. 


H.M. Representative at Copenhagen reports that it is 
understood that a Bill is shortly to be submitted to the 
Folketing to prohibit the import into Danish Customs terri- 
tory or the manufacture for industrial purposes for use in 
Denmark of vegetable-tanned underleather (sole and insole 
leather and vache and strap leather) the weight of which 
is increased by means of substances that are not necessary 
for the tanning or the further preparation of the leather. 
It is likewise proposed to forbid tannins to be added with 
the sole object of increasing the weight. For bleaching, 
however, comparatively small quantities of barium, mag- 
nesium, lead and tin salts, and other mineral salts, as 
well as glucose,\dextrine, molasses and similar organic 
matter, may be used. 

These regulations would apply also to leather footwear. 
Further, any piece of vegetable-tanned underleather im- 
ported into Danish Customs territory shall, when cleared, 
be marked in a plain and durable manner with the 
importer’s name and domicile and the word ‘‘ Udenlandsk ’”’ 
(foreign). 

On arrival at the Custom House, samples of the goods 
will be sent for inspection, the expense for which, as well 
as the depreciation which the consignment might suffer, 
being borne by the importer. 





Government Notices. 





POSTAL SECTION. 





PARCEL POST TO H.M. SHIPS IN FOREIGN 
WATERS. 
The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 


directed to be charged on outgoing parcels addressed to His 
Majesty’s Ships in Foreign Waters are as follows :— 





Rates of Postage on each Parcel 
not exceeding 




















Place of Destination. Route. 
2 Ib. | 3 1b. | 7 Ib. | 111, 22 ib. 
s. d.|s. d.|s. d.| 8 d.j8. d. 
His Majesty’s Ships in : 
Foreign Waters... — 1 1 814.6 | 3316 0 




















GENERAL SECTION. 





WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT, 1904. 
Notices oF EXAMINATION OF PATTERN Nos. 379 To 391. 


The Board of Trade have examined under Section 6 of the 
Weights and Measures Act, 1904, patterns of the instruments 
described below. Copies of the ‘‘ Notices of Examination ”’ 
regarding patterns tested may ‘be purchased direct from 
H.M. Stationery Office, or through any bookseller. 








: Result of 
Notice Description. Submitted by Exami- |Price. 

No. nation. 

379 |A 5-ton crane weigh-| S. Denison and Co.,/Cert. 3d. 
ing and totalizing} Ltd. issued 
machine. 

380 |A 5-gallon liquid); Garvie Accurate|Cert. 4d. 
measuring and de-| Measures, Ltd. issued 
livering apparatus. 

381 |A 25-ewt. dial cattle} Ashworth, Son and/|Cert. 2d. 
weighbridge. Co., Ltd. issued 

382 |A 150-lb. self-indi-| W. and T. Avery,/|Cert. 2d. 
cating platform; Ltd. issued 


machine fitted with 
inter-locking hand- 
operated tare and 
gross indicators. 

383 |A 300-lb. predeter-| W. and T. Avery,/Cert. 2d. 


mined load weigh-} Ltd. issued 
ing machine, plat- 
form type. 

384 |A }-gill duplex — Cert. 1d. 
acting measuring refused 
tap. 

385 |A 1-gallon liquid) Liquid Measure-/Cert. 2d. 
measuring and de-| ments, Ltd. issued 
livering apparatus 
of the twin con- 
tainer type. 

386 |A 1-lb. automatic! Brown and Polson, /|Cert. 2d. 
weighingand filling} Ltd. issued 
machine. 

387 |A j-gill measure -— Cert. ld 
fitted into an outer refused 
cover of similar 
shape and secured 
by means of a 
spring ring. 

388 |A 2-lb. self -indi-| Berkel Auto Scale/Cert. 1d. 
cating counter ma-| Co., Ltd. issued 
chine fitted with a 
price - computing 
chart. 

389 |A 500-lb. milk —- Cert. ld. 
weighing machine. refused 

390 |A 4-gill double -— Cert. 1d. 
measuring tap. refused 

391 |A5-gallon apparatus — Cert. Id 
comprising a visible refused 
container, mounted 


on @& 1-gallon piston 
type liquid measu- 
ring and delivering 
instrument. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES—Continued. 





PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 1919. 
‘* LICENCES OF RiGuHT.’’ 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of 
Section 24 of the Acts, the under-mentioned Patents were 
endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right ’’ on the dates specified 
below :— : 





No. and Year Grantee. Title. 





of Patent. 
10th October, 1927. 
190,390 Bichowsky,F.von| ‘‘ Improvements in processes 
(5217/22) for the synthetic produc- 
tion of alkali metal cya- 
nides.”’ 
219,285 Stenglein, O. ‘‘Improvements in traverse 
(12825/24) mechanism for cross-wind- 
ing or spooling machines.’’ 
240,806 Matouch, R., and| ‘‘ Improvements in or relating 


(22330/25) anr. to alternating current mer- 


cury vapour lamps.’’ 





267,434 Guthrie, T. W.,; ‘An improved billiard-cue 
(28460/26) and anr. tip.”’ 
17th October, 1927. 
207,120 Miller, W. W. ...| ‘‘ Improvements relating to 
(10317/23) the rings and travellers of 
spinning machines.”’ 
222,089 ‘Braking apparatus for 
(18831/24) wagons running upon rail- 
Deloison, F.P.M., way tracks.”’ 
228,545 and anr. ‘Braking apparatus for 
(2428/25) wagons running upon rail- 
J way tracks.” 
222,661 ‘‘Improved process for win- 
(24131/23) ning rock and minerals ”’ 
241,675 Schejbal, J. ‘¢ Improvements in or relating 


(21514/24) to means for winning rocks 
and minerals.” 


225,144 Johnston, J. W. ‘‘ Improved device for holding 

(15119/24) golf balls while being 
painted.” 

229,188 Stenstrom, H. ...} “Improved type-roller for 

(17172/24) printing monograms and 


the like.”’ 
231,882 Dutel, E., and} ‘ Improvements in or relating 
(8916/25) anr. to internal combustion 


engines.” 
254,075 Jackson, W. J.| ‘Improvements in or relating 
(13922/25) Mellersh-. (Den- to the manufacture of arti- 


ficial teeth.”’ 





tists’ Supply Co. 








W. S. JARRATT. 
Comptroller-General. 


The Patent Office. 





Openings for British Trade 


NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘Openings for Trade’’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoling the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter to 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 








AUSTRALIA. 

MOTOR ACCESSORIES (GARAGE TOOLS, BRAKE 
LININGS, ETC.)—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Sydney 
desire to obtain the representation, for New South Wales, 
Victoria and South Australia, of British manufacturers of 
garage tools, vulcanisers, brake linings, small accessories used 

y motor car owners, etc. The firm manufacture and market 
a motor car polish, and thus claim to be in touch with buyers of 
the above lines. (Ref. No. 342.) 


AIR COMPRESSORS, WIRE ROPES.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents in Melbourne desire to obtain the represent- 
ation of British manufacturers of air compressors and wire 
ropes. (Ref. No. 343.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

PLANING AND THICKNESSING MACHINE (Contract 
No. 40951).—-H.M. Trade Commissioner at Melbourne reports 
that the Victorian Government Railways Commissioners are 
inviting tenders, to be presented by 7th December, 1927, for 
the supply and delivery at the Spotswood Workshops, Victoria, . 
of one planing and thicknessing machine, with electric motor. 
Local representation is essential. British firms in a position to 
supply a British-made machine of the kind indicated can obtain 
further particulars on application to the Department of Over- 
—_ an 55, Old Queen Street, London §.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 





CIRCULAR SAW BENCH (Contract No. 40929).—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Melbourne reports that the Victorian 
Government Railways Commissioners are inviting tenders, to be 
presented by 7th December, 1927, for the supply and delivery at 
the Spotswood Workshops, Victoria, of :—One circular saw bench 
with tools and accessories as specified. Local representation is 
essential. British firms in a position to supply a British-made 
bench of the kind indicated can obtain further particulars on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 5399.) 





BRITISH INDIA. 


PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS AND PATENT MEDI- 
CINES.—A firm of general importers and manufacturers’ agents 
in Bombay are open to undertake the representation of British 
manufacturers in the Bombay Presidenecy of the above products. 


(Ref. No. 344.) 


GLASS BOTTLES AND METALLIC CAPSULES, TEA 
LEAD, COLLAPSIBLE TUBES, AND SPRINKLER CORKS. 
—A manufacturers’ representative established at Cawnpore is 
desirous of representing British manufacturers of glass bottles 
and metallic capsules, tea lead, collapsible tubes, sprinkler corks, 
for the United Provinces. (Ref. No. 345.) 


MACHINE TOOLS AND ENGINEERING LINES.—A firm of 
European manufacturers’ agents who have recently established 
themselves at Delhi/Simla have expressed a desire to represent 
British manufacturers of machine tools, etc. The proprietors 
have had considerable commercial experience in India and are 
reported to have a good connection among railways, public 
works departments, etc. (Partial repetition of Ref. No. 87.) 
(Ref. No. 346.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


VARIOUS GOODS.—The Director-General, India Store 
Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, London, 
S.E. 1, invites tenders for: (1) 492 instruments, angle of sight ; 
(2) 539 stands, No. 4, director; (3) 900 reams paper, cream 
wove (rag and wood) E.S., scrimed backed for registration 
envelopes; (4) 45 tons glycerine for manufacture of nitro- 
glycerine; (5) 720 fathoms chain cable for dredgers; (6) 2,695 
rolls cloth, book-binding ; (7) 35,700 reams paper, typewriter, all 
rag; (8) 3,000 rolls, cloth, tracing ; (9) 1,700 rolls, paper, unsen- 
sitised, glazed, photo, for ferro-prussiate photography; and 
(10) 91 reams, paper, drawing, hand made. Tenders are due 
4th November, 1927, for Nos, 1 and 2; 8th November, 1927, 
for Nos. 3 to 5; 6th December, 1927, for Nos. 6 to 10. Specifi- 
cations and forms of tender are obtainable from the India Store 
Department, at a fee of 5s, per set, which will not be returned. 


CRANK AXLES FOR LOCOMOTIVES, BINOCULARS 
AND LATHES.—The Director-General, India Store Depart- 
ment, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 8.E. 1, invites 
tenders for: (1) Eleven crank axles for locomotives; (2) 1,335 
binoculars, prismatic, No. 3, Mark II.; and (3) two lathes, one 
60-in. loco. wheel and one 37-in. wagon wheel, motor driven, 
two headstock or central-drive type. Tenders due 11th Novem- 
ber, 1927, for No. 1; 15th November, 1927, for No. 2; and 22nd 
November, 1927, for No. 3 

Specifications and forms of tender obtainable from the above, 
at a fee of 5s. per set, which will not be returned. 


TRAVELLING JIB CRANE.—The Director-General, India 
Store Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 
S.E. 1, invites tenders for one travelling jib crane, two tons, 
electric. Tenders due 8th November, 1927. Specifications and 
forms of tender obtainable from the above at a fee of 5s. per set, 
which will not be returned. 





CANADA, 

MILL, MINING AND MARINE SUPPLIES, CONSTRUC- 
TIONAL SUPPLIES AND MACHINERY.—A firm of mannuiac- 
turers’ agents and dealers in mill and mine supplies in Van- 
couver desire to obtain the representation for British Columbia 
of British makers of goods that can be conveniently handled 
with their present lines, which include forgings, special steels, 
drills, reamers, files, saws, etc. The firm have intimated that 
they are open to consider agencies for mill, mining and marine 
supplies, constructional supplies and machinery. (Ref. No. 

¥. 


OVERCOATINGS AND WORSTEDS.—A firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents in Toronto desire to represent on commission basis 
in the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, British manufacturers 
(not merchants) of overcoatings and popular-priced worsteds 
(cheap grades). (Ref. No. 348.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

THREE 10-TON OVERHEAD TRAVELLING DOUBLE- 
GIRDER CRANES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington 
reports that the New Zealand Public Works Department are 
inviting tenders for the supply and delivery, c. and f., Auck- 
land, of three 10-ton overhead travelling double-girder cranes. 
(Section 257.) Tenders must reach Wellington before 4 p.m. 
on 13th December, 1927. Firms in a position to offer British 
materials can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5378.) 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

TELEGRAPH MATERIAL.—H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in South Africa reports that the South African 
Railways and Harbours Administration are calling for tenders 
for the supply of the following telegraph material :— 





Price delivered 


Quantity. F.O.R. (in Bond). 








Description. 
| East Cape East 

. | London. Town. | London. 
' 





14,176 | CROSS ARMS (galvanised iron)} Per each.| Per each. 
tubular 4 wire, complete, 3’ 10” 
x 114” x 98.W.G. x 12” spa- 
cing. Drawing R. 417 i ie a i eo 
COPPER BINDERS, No. 2, for} Per 1060. | Per 100. 
150-200 lbs. per mile copper 
wire. To B.P.O. specification. 
The binders to be 17” long; 
middle portion to be 64” long x 
$7 mils. diameter; width of 
flats, 4”; thickness of flats, 48 
COPPER TAPES, No. 1, for! Per 100.| Per 100. 
150-2C0 Ibs. per mile copper 
wire. To B.P.O. specification. 
Tapes to be made from wire 
approximately 50lbs. per mile 
in weight and to be 84” long, 
»” wide and 14 mils. thick ...]............ 
INSULATORS, No. 1, white por-|Per each.| Per each. 
celain, P.O. pattern, to Draw- 
ing Type R. 404 sae acl tl dite gies tiatiaeais wabaloibaieed 
RODS, STAY (galvanised)| Per each.|Per each. 
Bucknill Type, 6’ x §”, com- 
plete with crosshead, thimble 
and plate, size of plate 12” 
equate x i”, to Drawing Type 
be GER one _— aii ued 
SPINDLES, No. 1 (galvanised 
steel), 84” x &” each fitted with 
curved washers and _ special 
curved nut, to Drawing Type 


’ | Each. | | 
| 


) | 20,000 








20,000 





40,000 


1,200 


40,000 











R. 415 ... i rt 
SPINDLES, ‘‘U”’ shape (galva- 
nised steel), 58” x $3; fitted 
with bolt and nut 34” x &” and 
two curved washers, to Draw- 


ing Type R. 412 seacendnteie 
Per 2,000} Per 2,000 
lbs. Ibs. 








Lbs. Lbs. 
— {124,000 














WIRE, copper, bare, hard drawn, 
150 lbs. per mile. To P.Q. 
specification... mn kasi des 

WIRE, copper, bare, hard drawn 
200 lbs. per mile. To P.O. 
specification se 6 | ren 


35,000 | 140,000 




















Tenders in sealed envelopes marked outside ‘‘ Tender for 

telegraph material’’ will be received by the Secretary to the 
Tender Board, South African Railway Headquarter Ottices, 
Johannesburg, not later than noon on Thursday, 10th November, 
1927. 
The drawings referred to in the specification are not avail- 
able in the Department of Overseas ‘Trade, and the information 
therefore is only published as an indication of the kind of busi- 
ness offering in South Africa. In any case local representation 
is in practice essential. British firms not represented in the 
Union, but desirous of quoting for such enquiries in the future 
and of being placed in touch with suitable firms should apply 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 55, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. 

A copy of the general conditions of contract is available for 
inspection at the Department (Room 41). (Ref. B. 3933.) 

HIGH-TENSION CABLE.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Johannesburg reports that the Municipal Council of Johannes- 
burg are calling for tenders for the supply of high-tension cable. 
Tenders will be received up to 17th November. A copy of the 
specification and general conditions of tender is available for 
inspection by firms desirous of supplying goods of British manu- 
facture on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 


355, Old Queen Street. London, S.W. 1. (Ref. B.X. 3931.) 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 
EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 

CRANES, COLD STORAGE REFRIGERATING AND 
STERILISATION PLANT, TRANSPORT MATERIAL, 
LOCOMOTIVES, STEAM ENGINES, METAL WORKING 
MACHINERY, HYDRAULIC PLANT, TRANS- 
MISSION APPARATUS, WINDLASSES, ELECTRICAL 
MACHINERY, LATHES, AND OTHER ENGINEERING 
TOOLS.—A commission agent established at Brussels is desirous 
of obtaining the representation of British manufacturers of the 
goods mentioned above. Correspondence may be in English. 
(Ref. No. 349.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

METAL HANGARS.—H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp has 
forwarded a copy of Cahier des Charges No. 615 respecting 
an Antwerp Municipal contract for the construction of three 
metal hangars. Tenders, on stamped paper and under 
registered cover, must reach the Burgomaster of Antwerp 
not later than the evening of 17th November next. A 
deposit of 135,000 francs must accompany each offer. The 
Cahiér des Charges (in French) will be available for inspection 
at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 50), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1, until 26th October (inclusive), after 
which it can be loaned in priority of application. (Ref. A. 


5403. ) 





CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

COLONIAL PRODUCE.—An agent in Prague desires to 
secure the representation on a commission basis of British 
exporters of coffee, spices, cocoa beans, ground nuts and dried 
white of eggs (Chinese). (Ref. No. 350 


GERMANY. 

WORSTED SUITINGS AND CHEVIOTS, SHIRTINGS AND 
LININGS (ZEPHYRS AND OXFORDS).—An agent in Leipzig 
desires to represent, on a commission basis, a British manufac- 
turer of the above goods. (Ref. No. 351.) 

SCOTCH CHEVIOTS.—A commission agent in Cologne 
desires to represent a Scotch firm manufacturing the above. 
(Ref. No. 352.) 

SILK TIE SQUARES.—An agent in Berlin desires to repre- 
sent a British firm manufacturing the above goods. (Ref. No. 


353.) 





HOLLAND. 

KNITTED GOODS.—Agent established in Amsterdam desires 
to secure the representation of British manufacturers of knitted 
especially directoires in wool, cotton and _ silk. 
(Amended repetition of Ref. No. 138.) (Ref. No. 354.) 

MEN’S SHIRTS; HALF-HOSE; TIES AND HANKER- 
CHIEFS TO MATCH, ALSO CHEAP COTTON HANDKER- 
CHIEFS.—Agent in Amsterdam desires to secure the represent- 
ation of British manufacturers of the above. Correspondence in 


English. (Ref. No. 355.) 


underwear, 





SWEDEN. 

HARDWARE, TOOLS; READY-MADE CLOTHING; PRE- 
SERVES.—An importer and commission agent in Stockholm 
desires to obtain the representation of British manufacturers of 
the following goods:—(1) Tools and hardware, especially drills 


and accessories, patent tools, bathroom fittings and articles for ° 
kitchen and household use generally. (2) Men’s wear — 
(Ref. 


ready-made clothing. (3) Preserves—jams, fruits, etc. 
No. 356.) 

COTTON PIECE-GOODS ARTIFICIAL SILK 
PIECE-GOODS AND WARES.—An agent in Stockholm 
desires to obtain the representation of British manufacturers of 


(Ref. No. 357.) 


NEAR EAST. 


AND 


the above goods. 








EGYPT. 

SANITARY APPARATUS.—An Englishman resident in Cairo 
desires to secure the representation of British firms for the sale 
of sanitary apparatus other than ironmonyery and art metal 


work. (Ref. No. 358.) 





= Sst ts = = 


Supplied in Tubes for domestic use. 


HANT _ SHIPPERS, 





For Joinery, Coach Body Builders and General Use. 


‘7 -] = Manutacturea MENDINE, COMPANY ,, gontrecernee 
123, Borough High Street, LONDON BRIDGE, S.E. 1. vrs insite 


THE FIRST AND FOREMOST OF LIQUID SCOTCH GLUES 


Approved and used by H.M. GOVERNMENT and Controlled 
Establishments ee AIRCRAFT CONSTRUCTION and 
OTHER IMPORTANT WORK throughout the GREAT WAR. 


Supplied in Tins and Drums of all sizes. 
MENDS EVERYTHING. 
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